WELCOME

To all who gather with us in

prayer and worship this
weekend; it is a blessing to
have you here!

SUNDAY MASSES
Saturday: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
Offered during 11:00 a.m. Mass
(Sept - June)

WEEKDAY MASSES

Tuesday: 8:00 a.m.
Wednesday: 8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Thursday: 8:00 a.m.

Friday: 8:00 a.m.
ADORATION (1 HOUR)

Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.

*Or by appointment

PASTORAL STAFF

Fr. Ross Campbell Pastor
Fr. Moices Caballero Associate
Rev. Mr. Gian Girolami Deacon

Mr. Stefano De Feo Administrator
Ms. Wes Moga Youth Minister
Mrs. Jean Goobie Bookkeeper
Mr. Kieran Mclsaac Custodian

OrricE HOURS
Tuesday-Friday:  9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
*Closed for Lunch: 12:00p.m.—12:30p.m.

St. Fravcis Xavier

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

WEBSITE DONATE

304 Highway 8 | Stoney Creek | Ontario | L8G 1E6
Phone: (905) 662-8593 | Email: saintfx(@cogeco.net
www.saintfxstoneycreek.com

FACEBOOK

2ND SUNDAY OF LENT
February 28 & March 1, 2026

PARISH ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

St. FTancis XaVIET .....ouuinrtintitiiteatteteaeeitenteaneeaeeniienneanenes (905) 523-2333
St. Martin of TOULS .....uuiniieiieiiire et et eaees (905) 523-2334
St AGNES et (905) 560-7616
St. Clare Of ASSIST «.uvuirintiie ettt eesee e e reeananns (905) 523-2344
Our Lady of Peace ........cooviiiiiiiiiiiiii e, (905) 523-2330

PARISH SECONDARY SCHOOL
St. John Henry Newman ...........ocouviiiiiiineiiniiiiineneeennen, (905) 523-2314



2ND SUNDAY OF LENT

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK

TUESDAY, MARCH 3
- For all the Priests in our Parish

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4
+ Alberto Di Pietro

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4
+ All Holy Souls in Purgatory
+ Giuseppe & Anna De Simone
+ Nicola & Donato Racaniello
- Special Intentions for Kevin

THURSDAY, MARCH 5
+ Lorenzo & Rosalba Saladini

FRIDAY, MARCH 6
+ Anna Mascia

8:00AM

8:00AM

7:00Pm

8:00aM

8:00aM

3RD SUNDAY OF LENT

SATURDAY, MARCH 7
+ Frank Basolini

+ Deceased Members of
Salome Claudino’s Family

+ Genovefa Kulak

+ Osvaldo DiBacco

+ Michael & Zenko Litniansky
+ Rodolfo Pelizzari

+ Dino Menegazzo

+ Giannina Damiani

+ Vincenza Ventura

+ Tony Zezza

5:30pm

+ Giovanni, Tarasina & Maria Caruso

+ Umberto Spadafora
+ Blaz Culig

- In Thanksgiving for Prayers Answered

- Special Intentions for
Gaspare & Melina Cino

SUNDAY, MARCH 8
+ Deceased Members of the

9:00AM

Monaco & D’Ortenzio Family

SUNDAY, MARCH 8
- Mass for the Parishioners

11:00aAm

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

Welcomes YOU!

Whether you are new to our parish, or
have been with us for many years, your
presence leaves a unique mark on the
life of our church. As your Pastor, [ am
excited you are with us today to build
an even stronger parish community
now and into the future.

Fr. Ross Campbell

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED
HOW MUCH TO DONATE?

Historically, Catholic tithing involved offering 10% of one’s
income to support the Church and its community. While this is no
longer a strict requirement, the table below provides a helpful
guideline for considering your contribution to meet the Church’s
current needs, including paying down our loan and funding the Bell

Tower project.

*#*A tax-deductible receipt will be provided for your donation.***

Annual Income % Range Per Sunday | Annual Contribution
$20,000 2-4% $7.50 - $15 $400 - $800
$30,000 2-4% $11-$22 $600 - $1,200
$40,000 2-4% $15-$30 $800 - $1,600
$50,000 2-4% $18.50-$37 | $1,000 - $2,000
$60,000 2-4% $22 -544 $1,200 - $2,400
$80,000 2-4% $30 - $60 $1,600 - $3,200

OFFERTORY

Envelope Contributions $ 5,383.00

Loose Collection $ 636.50

Online Donations $ 1,648.64

ToTtAL COLLECTION $ 7,668.14

Thank You!

REMEMBER YOUR PARISH Keep your love

for your parish alive. Remember St. Francis Xavier Parish in your
will and when recommending expressions of sympathy.




FEBRUARY 28 & MARCH 1, 2026

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

MonDAY, MARCH 2
Daniel 9.3, 4-10; Psalm 79.8, 9, 11+13;
Luke 6.36-38

TUESDAY, MARCH 3
Isaiah 1.10, 16-20, 27-28, 31; Psalm 50.8-9, 16-17, 21, 23;
Matthew 23.1-12

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4
Jeremiah 18.18-20; Psalm 31.4-5, 13, 14-15;
Matthew 20.17-28

THURSDAY, MARCH 5
Jeremiah 17.5-10; Psalm 1.1-2, 3, 4+6;
Luke 16.19-31

FRIDAY, MARCH 6
Genesis 37.3-4, 12-13, 17-28; Psalm 105.16-17, 18-19, 20-21;
Matthew 21.33-43, 45-46

SATURDAY, MARCH 7
Micah 7.14-15, 18-20; Psalm 103.1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12;
Luke 15.1-3, 11-32

SUNDAY, MARCH 8—THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
Exodus 17.3-7; Psalm 95.1-2, 6-9;
Roman 5.1-2, 5-8; John 4.5-42

THE DIOCESAN
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS

Are you celebrating your: (6\\\
25th, 40th, 50th, 60th, or 60+ - & 2%
Wedding Anniversary 7~

in the year 2026? ~ g

If you are, you are cordially invited to join couples
from across the Diocese of Hamilton for a Wedding
Anniversary Mass on Sunday, May 31, 2026 at the
Cathedral Basilica of Christ the King in Hamilton at
1:30 pm. (Space allows room for Anniversary couples
only - those married 60 years or more may bring one
guest if you require assistance).

Registration is now available online at
hamiltondiocese.com.

HEARING A cALL TO A VOCATION

TO SERVE THE CHURCH?

Contact Rev. Mark Morley at:

vocations@hamiltondiocese.com

UPCcOMING PARISH EVENTS

Tuesday - 3rd 8:00 am - Mass
7:00 pm - Card Club

7:00 pm - St. Clare First
Confessions

8:00 am - Mass

7:00 pm - Mass

7:45 pm - KofC General Meeting
7:45 pm - Paint Night

Wednesday - 4th

8:00 am - Mass

7:00 pm - St. Martin of Tours First
Confessions

7:00 pm - Bible Study
7:45 pm - KofC 4th Degree

Thursday - Sth

8:00 am - Mass
8:30 am - Adoration
7:00 pm - Stations of the Cross

Friday - 6th

9:00 am - THINKfast
4:30 pm - Confessions
5:30 pm - Mass

Saturday - 7th

9:00 am - Mass
11:00 am - Mass

Sunday - 8th

D10CESAN PRAYER CALENDAR

Monday Rev. Ambroise Tshiaba Ntumba
Tuesday Rev. Andrew Lopatniuk
Wednesday |Society of African Missions, S.M.A.
Thursday |Very Rev. Msgr. Murry Kroetsch
Friday World Day of Prayer

Saturday Rev. Bernard (Mike) Francis

RETROUVAILLE
MARcH 13-15, 2025

Retrouvaille is a marriage program that helps couples
restore their marriage and rebuild a loving
relationship.  Retrouvaille  helps to  improve
communication, build stronger marriages and helps
couples to reconnect.

For more information call 905-664-5212 or
email: 1013r@helpourmarriage.org.



https://hamiltondiocese.com/office/pastoral-offices/family-ministry/supports-for-marriage/wedding-anniversary-mass/

THINKFAST SOCIAL JUSTICE RETREAT DAY (GRADE 5 AND UP)

THINK ot

This year’s theme is “Nourish the North”. Through games, simulation activities, videos,
conversations, and prayer, we will explore the issues of hunger and food insecurity and take a closer
look at how they impact the daily lives of our brothers and sisters around the world, including in the
Canadian north. We hope to grow in our understanding of what it is like to live with these struggles

THINKfast is our parish’s annual social justice event for youth,
which aims to help students learn more about issues facing the
world’s poor and what we can do to make a difference from here in
Canada.

and see how our faith calls us to respond.

Participants will also abstain from solid foods while they are at THINKfast as a reminder of those
who must go without their basic needs every day and to join with them in solidarity.

DATE: Saturday, March 7 from 9:00am-8:00pm
WHERE: St. Francis Xavier Parish Centre
COST:

$20 for students ($10 for those in Grade 10 and up who would like to help as leaders)

If you would like to sign up, please visit the Youth Ministry page of the parish website to
complete the online registration form by Tuesday, March 3 and bring your payment to the

parish office to secure your spot.

2026 SUMMER
CAMPS
SAVE THE DATES!

This year we are once again looking forward to
offering several weeks of summer camp for students!

Bible Camp (for students who are currently in
Grades 2-5):

Week 1: July 13—17 from 9:00am-3:00pm
Week 2: July 27—31 from 9:00am-3:00pm
Students currently in Grade 9 can apply to be leaders
-in-training, and students currently in Grade 10 and

up can apply to be leaders!

Service Camp (for students who are currently in
Grades 6-8):

August 10-14 from 9:00am-4:00pm
Registration forms with more details about this

year's themes and plans will be available after the
March Break - stay tuned!

YoutH LED
STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Each year our young people lead the Stations of the Cross
for the parish community in the form of a tableaux with
prayers, reflections, and music.

Students in Grades 7-12 are invited to sign up as actors
and readers! Please consider offering the gifts of your
time and talent to help us commemorate the Passion and
death of our Lord.

Rehearsals: (attendance at all 3 is important)
e Sunday, February 22 from 6:30-8:30pm
e Sunday, March 1 from 6:30-8:30pm
e Sunday, March 8 from 6:30-8:30pm

Date of Stations: Friday, March 13 at 7:00pm



DIOCESE OF HAMILTON

February 23, 2026
To the Faithful of the Diocese of Hamilton

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The season of Lent presents to us the privileged paths of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, inviting us to strip
away all that holds us back from a deeper relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Prayer connects us with
the very Author of life, while fasting sharpens our attention to those things which truly nourish our spirit.
Almsgiving, in turn, is an essential expression of our Lenten journey, allowing us to put our faith into action
by serving the Lord through those whom He holds so dearly: the poor and the disadvantaged.

Giving to those in need not only helps to transform their lives—a worthy pursuit in itself—but it transforms
our own hearts and lives as well. Serving Christ in His poor configures us more closely to the Lord and
draws us nearer to the Kingdom He proclaimed during His public ministry. In Dilexi te, Pope Leo XIV’s
recent Apostolic Exhortation, our Holy Father reminds us: “I am convinced that the preferential choice for
the poor is a source of extraordinary renewal both for the Church and for society, if we can only set
ourselves free of our self-centeredness and open our ears to their cry.”

On Sunday, March 22, 2026, the Fifth Sunday of Lent, our parishes will invite support for Development and
Peace — Caritas Canada through the Solidarity Sunday Collection. This year’s Share Lent campaign, On
Track for Justice, is an important expression of solidarity with Catholics across Canada and with our
brothers and sisters throughout the world who rely on these vital humanitarian initiatives. [ am deeply
grateful for your generous support in past years and for the many ways you continue to advance works of
justice and compassion.

This collection takes place during the Jubilee Year of Saint Francis of Assisi, proclaimed by the Holy
Father to mark 800 years since the saint’s passing to eternal life. The life of Saint Francis bears enduring
witness to the inseparable bond between Christ and the poor, reminding us that self-giving love for Christ
bears abundant evangelical fruit in every generation. May his example inspire us to respond generously to
those in need this Solidarity Sunday.

As we journey through Lent, let us recall the words of the prophet Micah and embrace anew what the Lord
asks of us: “to act justly, to love tenderly, and to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8).
With gratitude and prayerful best wishes for a blessed and fruitful Lenten journey, I remain

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

+(7aw/ﬁé Dabrowsky

Most Reverend Joseph Dabrowski, CSMA
Bishop of Hamilton

/ed

700 King St. West, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada L8P 1C7



A Helpful Guide for a Fruitful
and Faithful Lent

Lent is a sacred season of grace — forty days given to us by
the Church to return to the Lord with all our hearts. It is not
merely about “giving something up,” but about drawing
closer to Jesus Christ through prayer, repentance, sacrifice,
and charity. When embraced intentionally, Lent becomes a
powerful tool for spiritual renewal.

Below is a practical guide to help make this Lent prayerful,
focused, and spiritually fruitful.

1 BEGIN WITH A CLEAR INTENTION
e Before choosing what to “do” for Lent, ask:

Where is God inviting me to grow?

e  What habit most weakens my spiritual life?

e  What practice would help me love God and others
more?

Lent is most successful when it is specific and intentional.
Rather than vague goals (“pray more”), choose concrete ones
(“pray 10 minutes each morning with Scripture”).

2 DEEPEN YOUR PRAYER LIFE

ePrayer is the foundation of Lent. Without it, fasting
becomes  dieting and  almsgiving  becomes

philanthropy.

Consider:

e Daily Mass once a week in addition to Sunday

e Spending 10-15 minutes a day with Scripture
(perhaps the daily Gospel)

e Praying the Rosary regularly

e Making a weekly Holy Hour before the Blessed
Sacrament

e Attending Stations of the Cross on Fridays

If your prayer life has been inconsistent, start small —
consistency matters more than intensity.

EMBRACE MEANINGFUL FASTING
e Fasting trains the heart in discipline and reminds us that
God alone satisfies.

The Church calls us to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good
Friday and to abstain from meat on Fridays during Lent.
Beyond this, consider:

e Fasting from social media
e Reducing screen time
e (iving up unnecessary snacking
e Fasting from complaining or negative speech
True fasting should create space — space for prayer, for

silence, for charity.

4 PRACTICE GENEROUS ALMSGIVING
e Almsgiving is not only financial. It is any act of self-
giving love.

Ways to grow in charity:

e Support a local or international charity
e Visit or call someone who is lonely

e Volunteer within the parish

e  Offer forgiveness where it is needed

e Perform hidden acts of kindness

Lent teaches us that love must be concrete.

5 GO TO CONFESSION

e A successful Lent always includes the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. Confession is not a sign of failure, but

of courage and trust in God’s mercy.

Plan ahead. Mark a date on your calendar. Prepare with an
examination of conscience. Allow the Lord to renew your
heart.

6 SIMPLIFY AND CREATE SILENCE
e Lent invites us to quiet the noise of our lives.

Consider:

e Turning off music in the car and driving in silence
e Putting the phone away during meals

e (reating a small prayer corner at home

e Reading a spiritual book instead of scrolling

Silence helps us hear the voice of God more clearly.

7 KEEP YOUR EYES ON EASTER

e Lent is not meant to leave us discouraged. It leads to
joy. Every sacrifice, every prayer, every hidden act of

love prepares our hearts for the Resurrection.

If you falter, begin again. The Lord is patient. The goal of
Lent is not perfection, but conversion.

A SIMPLE LENTEN PLAN
To make this practical, choose:

One prayer commitment
One fasting discipline
One act of charity

One date for Confession

Write them down. Keep them visible. Revisit them weekly.

May this Lent be a time of renewal for our parish family —
a season where we return to the Lord with deeper faith,
stronger discipline, and greater love. If we enter Lent with
sincerity, Easter will not simply be a celebration on the
calendar, but a resurrection within our hearts.

Let us walk this journey together.



EASTER FLOWERS DONATION 2026

4 ™
Your Name:

Your Phone Number:
Your Address:

. y,
In Loving Memory of: h
OR
In Honour of:

Amount of Donation S Envelope Number:
- Y,

The names of those whom your donation is being made “In Loving Memory of” or “In Honour of”

will appear in the Easter Bulletin.

Please place this form and your cash donation in a sealed envelope marked “Easter Flowers” and
place in the collection basket at Mass OR you can drop it off at the office.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

The Way of the Cross, also known as the Stations of the
Cross, are a way to pray and meditate on Christ's sacrifice
for us. It is divided into fourteen stations from the time He
was condemned to His burial.

7 BENEFITS OF PRAYING THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS

1. It gives us a way to make a spiritual pilgrimage.

2. We can gain a plenary indulgence to shorten our time in
Purgatory.

3. Praying the Stations of the Cross helps inspire deep
prayer.

4. We can look at suffering from a different perspective.

5. Praying this devotion helps us grow in our love for
God.

6. Praying the stations helps us to become holy.

7. We learn to hope in the promise of salvation.

Join us in praying the Stations of the Cross every

Friday during Lent at 7:00 pm

AUTO REPAIR SHOP
QUALITY AND
_ SERVICE SINCE 1985

Bay Gardens Funeral Home
Burlington Chapel
905-527-0405

Bay Gardens Funeral Home

Hamilton Chapel
905-574-0405

Car SeWJc
885 HIGHWAY 8 905-643-4460
wWww.precisecarservice.ca

We’re here to help.

CRIME SEMINAR

Join MP Ned Kuruc for a free community
seminar on how to recognize and avoid today’s
most common scams. Guest speaker Jeffery
May, a former Niagara Regional Police
detective with extensive experience in financial
and major crimes, will share practical, easy-to-
follow tips to help protect yourself and your
loved ones. Learn how to spot romance and
crypto scams, phishing attempts, identity theft,
contractor fraud, and emerging Al-enabled
schemes — and what to do if you or someone
you know becomes a victim.

Date: Thursday, March 19, 2026
Time: 4:00 PM -6:00 PM
Location: Stoney Creek Municipal Centre

777 Highway 8, Stoney Creek,
L8E 5J4

Visit: NedKurucMP.ca/fraud-prevention

Mary ORNTD
Cleaning Services

Residential & Commercial Cleaning
Book Now ®

%ID 647-226-3532

647-872-3855 @

éa Arbor
¥ Memorial

Arbor Memorisl Inc.




Greens Variety

274 Barton Street
Stoney Creek, 905-662-3501

CICCONE seev ety 2

DANIEL CICCONE
RE/”AX Sales Representative

’ 905.928.4494 \|

Custom = Granite

GoGranite.ca
GoQuartz.ca
GoMarble.ca

905-643-6300
755 South Service Rd. Stoney Creek

e Sign You Want.

The REALTOR®

You Need.
Zita Maben —

b For ALL Of Your Real
Estate Needs
Buying/Selling and
Investing in New
. Construction.

Direct: 647-400-9482
Office: 905-275-9400
Email: zita@royallepage.ca
Web: www.zitamaben.com

maies Signature

Please contact me if you are looking for a
trusted Real Estate Pl roffessi

ot ml;nded 10 s6hcl( Jnm alqad) und:r con
» / 713

Total Sport
Graphics

Uniforms - Corporate Wear - Promotional Products
Medical - School - Safety - Service

905-662-5211

www.totalsportgraphics.com

Cresting & Apparel

REMAY

REAMBX
ESCARPMENT

REALTY INC., BROKERAGE

Gabriel Riverso
p#1:905-541-9822
p#2: 905-545-1188

w: gabrielriverso.com

TTON

Plumbing & Heating Inc.

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL + INDUSTRIAL

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 905-544-0006

® Flegant

DESIGN, SUPPLY, RENOVATE

442 Millen Rd. Unit 114, Stoney Creek
289-965-1559 www. elegantbathrooms ca

STONEY CREEK CHAP (,RLL}\ CIIAPEL
FAMILY OWNED

454 Highway #8

Stoney Creek

905-664-4222
www.smithsfh.com

Professional Installation

Is the Place to Change Your Windshield!
struck caps/lids ewindow tinting
erunning boards echip repair

www.windshiledcentre.ca
905-664-3336
237 Barton St. E, Unit #102

Serving your Investment &
Financial Planning needs
Carla Barichello

Investment Advisor &
Financial Planner

Tel: 905-662-4905
carla.barichello@nbped.com

2

BMO @) | private wealth

Stoney Creek Foot Health &
Orthotic Centre
FOOT CARE — CHIROPODIST
e Custom Orthotics
® Support Stockings
* Orthopedic Shoes
e Braces

2819 Barton St. E. 905-578-5555
www.scorthotic.com

Friscolanti

FRISCOLANTI
FUNERAL CHAPEL LTD.

Celebrating over 50 Years
43 Barton St. E. 905-522-0912
www.friscolanti.com

%
DALESIO

PROPERTY PARTNERS =

Yoaur Best Wove!

905.545.1188

RE/MAX

Gaetano D'Alesio

Guy D'Alesio

Realtor® info@gdpropertypartners.com Realtor®

Guneral Home Limited

36 Lake Ave. Dr., Stoney Creek, ON L8G 3N3
905-662-2948

Three generations proudly serving the
community for over 65 years

www.donaldvbrown.ca

I
DEWI

CAR &TRUCK SERVICES

FORALL YOUR AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS

RAWLE

rawledewittl@outlook.com
905.643.9909

546 HIGHWAY #8
STONEY CREEK, ON.
L8G 5G2

..... WHERE ALL YOUR AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS
ARE PUT AT EASE!

e FLEET SERVICE

* MTO & ANNUAL SAFETY
DIAGNOSTICS
TIRES & WINDSHIELD

e AC/HEATING

* ALIGNMENT
SUSPENSION
OIL AND BRAKES

AJ Chase, B Comm,
CPCA, EPC, PFR, CIM
Portfolic Manager,

Senior Wealth Advisor
AJChaseFinancial.com
905.540.7172
a).chase@scotiawealth.com

Scotia Wealth Management

Sostia Capital Inc. b5 2 mamiber of thi Canadian Investar Protection Fend and the
masiimint Iredestry Begula tory Onganization of Canada

Saltfleet Stoney Creek Soccer Club

Soccer Programs For Our Community

Programs Available:
Youth Recreational, Youth Youth Ci
Adult Recreational and C ive, Special Needs Prog)

Summer and Fall Outdoor Programs: Winter Indoor Programs:

Locations: Lower and Upper Stoney Creek
Sherwood Park or Heritage Green Park

United Sports Centre

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS


http://www.elegantbathrooms.ca

