resurrection to Thomas in the same words as
Mary Magdalene spoke to them: “We have
seen the Lord.” And they are just as
unsuccessful in convincing Thomas as Mary
had been with them. Like all disciples, Thomas
needs a personal experience of Jesus before
he will believe. Until then, he is locked in his own
criterion for faith: he wants Jesus to be
“touchable.”

Dear Friends,
“This is the day that the Lord has made, let us
rejoice and be glad, alleluia”! These are the
words from the responsorial psalm that we sang
on the Easter Sunday Masses and the antiphon
prayed in the Liturgy of the Hours during the
Octave of Easter. They remind us that the joy of
Easter cannot be contained just in one day but
we have the whole Season of Easter to come
to deeper appreciation of Christ resurrection.
This Sunday is the second Sunday of Easter, also
known as Divine Mercy Sunday and the Gospel
recalls for us the profession of faith by Thomas.
“Thomas had not been in the room when the
risen Jesus appeared to the disciples, and so
has missed out on any personal encounter with
him, the words of missioning, and the bestowal
of the gifts of peace and forgiveness in the
Spirit. John makes Thomas a foil for our own
need of these gifts and our struggles with doubt
and faith. Often the comments about Thomas
concentrate too much on him as a doubter
(which he is never called anywhere in the
gospels) and too little on his desire to touch the
source of life. John’s gospel shows him to be
the kind of person who blurts out the questions
or comments others are too timid or too
embarrassed to speak. He is ready to go along
with Jesus en route to Lazarus’s grave and die
with him (John 11:16); and he is honest enough
at the Last Supper to say that none of the
disciples have any idea where Jesus is heading
(John 14:5). The disciples to whom the risen
Lord appeared on Easter eve announce the

So eight days later, on the next “first day of the
week” according to the resurrection timeline,
the risen Lord of the Sabbath stands again in
the midst of his disciples, greets them with his
peace, and then turns to the individual who is
most in need of this. For eight days Thomas has
wrestled with the dark stranger of doubt and is
wounded by this struggle. The wounded, risen
Jesus and the wounded disciple stand before
one another. Jesus invites Thomas to stretch out
his hand to the wounds of his hands and side.
But there is no physical touching. Jesus’s
personal presence and self-offering to Thomas
touch him and demolish all doubts. Here is “the
way, and the truth, and the life” that Thomas is
seeking, and he responds with the most
profound and personal assent of faith in all the
gospels: “My Lord and my God!” For the future
generations who will listen to this gospel in the
presence of the physically absent Jesus, the
last beatitude that Jesus then addresses to
Thomas is our greatest hope: “Blessed are those
who have not seen and have believed.” It is to
hand on such life-giving faith, says the
evangelist, that he has written his gospel.
In his Asian Journal, Thomas Merton wrote:
“Faith means doubt. Faith is not the suppression
of doubt. It is the overcoming of doubt, and
you overcome doubt by going through it. The
man of faith who has never experienced doubt
is not a person of faith. Consequently, the
monk is one who has to struggle in the depths
of his being with the presence of doubt, and
has to go through what some religions call the
Great Doubt, to break through doubt into a
certitude which is very, very deep because it is
not his own personal certitude; it is the

certitude of God Himself, in us.” (Living Liturgy
2021)
Thank you to our parishioners who donated
towards this year’s Easter flowers. The names of
all those for whom we prayed at each Easter
Mass have been published in last Sunday’s
online bulletin on our website. Having flowers
decorating the sanctuary always makes that
space more beautiful and joyful.
I am sure that many of us know this, but since
Thursday, April 8 we are under a “stay at home
order” lockdown due to the ongoing
pandemic. That means that we can only
accommodate 15% of our seating capacity at
any time, including weddings, funerals and any
other Masses and liturgical celebrations. But
the good news is that the Church remains open
and accessible for private and communal
prayers.
I wish to thank all the volunteers who assisted us
during Holy Week: our lectors, ushers,
musicians, decorators and altar servers, as well
those who provided help in organizing different
ministries. Having our volunteers helps to have
the Liturgies and Masses proceed smoothly
with less stress on your pastor :)
The Knights of Columbus need your assistance.
A few months back one of the freezers
belonging to them failed and is beyond the
cost of repair. They are asking if anyone would
be able to donate a used stand-up freezer. If a
parishioner has one that they no longer need
then the Knights would be prepared to come
by to pick it up. Please call the Grand Knight,
Rocco Viola at 9056621224 for more
information.
During the past few weeks, when we were
doing the online booking for the Holy Week
Masses and liturgies, I was able to collect
multiple new email addresses from our
registration system. I am going to add those
emails to the contact list for my weekly parish
email that I send on Fridays, but if anyone
wants to be removed from that list please email
me back this request.

Please remember in your prayers our
parishioners who passed away recently:
Victoire Losier, Antonio Truglia and Rosa Petitti.
And please pray for those who are grieving the
loss of their loved ones. Eternal rest grant unto
them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May their souls and the souls of all
the faithful departed, through the mercy of
God, rest in peace. Amen.
As this Sunday we celebrate Divine Mercy
Sunday, all are invited to join us for the Holy
Hour with the exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament which will begin at 2pm. During this
time there will be an opportunity for the
Sacrament of Reconciliation until 3pm, when
we will pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy
followed by the Benediction at 3:30pm.
Just a reminder to us all about being careful
when we receive the Blessed Sacrament
during Mass while having to manage our face
masks. I have noticed that sometimes, as
parishioners are removing their facemasks, and
trying to consume the Blessed Sacrament at
the same time, some pieces of the host get
broken and fall onto the floor. Please don’t rush
the process.
An update on First Reconciliation and First
Communion has been sent by email to the
families of all those students in Grades 2 and 3
who have been registered to receive them this
spring, as well as to school staff who are
involved. The information in the email is also
available in the News tab of the parish website.
See you on Sunday everyone, either in person
or on the livestream of the 9am Sunday Mass.
God bless.
Fr. Mariusz

Weekly Schedule
Date

Celebration - Time

Monday,
April 12:

Rosary – 8:00 AM

1st Reading: Acts 4.23-31
Gospel: John 3.1-8

Tuesday,
April 13:
1st Reading: Acts 4.32-37
Gospel: John 3.7b-15
Optional Memorial of St. Martin I

Wednesday,
April 14:
1st Reading: Acts 5.17-26
Gospel: John 3.16-21

Thursday,
April 15:
1st Reading: Acts 5.27-33
Gospel: John 3.31-36

Mass – 8:30 AM
Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)

Diocese of Hamilton
Prayer Calendar

Rev. Francisco
Sordo

Rosary – 7:30 AM
Mass – 8:00 AM

Rev. Wojciech Kuzma

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)

Rosary – 7:30 AM
Mass – 8:00 AM

Permanent Deacons

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)

Rosary – 7:30 AM
Mass – 8:00 AM

Rev. James McSharry

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)
Rosary – 7:30 AM

Friday,
April 16:
1st Reading: Acts 5.34-42
Gospel: John 6.1-15

Mass – 8:00 AM
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament –

Rev. Francis Hubilla

8:30 AM –9:30 AM
Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)
Rosary – 8:00 AM

Saturday,
April 17:
1st Reading: Acts 6.1-7
Gospel: John 6.16-21

ST. KATERI TEKAKWITHA (Memorial)

Mass – 8:30 AM
Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)
Sacrament of Reconciliation –
4:00 PM –5:00 PM

Rev. Joseph Okoko, i.v.Dei.

(or by appointment, please call the parish
office)

Mass – 5:30 PM
Sunday,
April 18:

Rosary – 8:30 AM (livestreamed)
Mass – 9:00 AM (livestreamed)

1st Reading: Acts 3.13-15, 17-19
2nd Reading: 1 John 2.1-5
Gospel: Luke 24.35-48

Mass – 11:00 AM
Mass – 4:00 PM

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

Divine Mercy Sunday
In the year 2000, St. Pope John Paul II designated the
Sunday after Easter as Divine Mercy Sunday. Rooted
in Jesus’ words to St. Faustina Kowalska, a focus on the
devotion of the Divine Mercy is fitting at this time, for it
is in the sacrifice of Jesus that we encounter His mercy
— His forgiveness of our sins — and during the Easter
season we bear witness to the joyful and loving fruit of
that Divine Mercy in our lives.
Here at St. Francis Xavier on April 11, we will celebrate
with:
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 2 pm.,
Sacrament of Reconciliation till 3pm
Chaplet of Divine Mercy (sung) at 3 pm.,
concluding with Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament.
“Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they
shall be like wool." Isaiah 1-18.

Already have a FORMED Account?

Please follow these steps to access FORMED
for the first time:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Visit FORMED.org
Click Sign In
Enter your email
Click the link in your email
You’re in! No more passwords!

5.

Visit FORMED.org
Click Sign Up
Select “Sign up as a parishioner”
Find our parish by name:
St. Francis Xavier Stoney Creek
Enter your email - and you are in!

MASS INTENTIONS FOR APRIL 12 TO APRIL 18, 2021
DATE
Monday, April 12:

Tuesday, April13:

MASS INTENTION

REQUESTED BY

Giuseppe Giacoboni
In Thanksgiving to Jesus for prayers
answered
For the health & intentions of the Castellani
Family
In Thanksgiving to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
and the Immaculate Heart of Mary for
watching over Domenico Villella’s health

Bruna Giacoboni
M. Joun
Mario & Louise Castellani
Angela Villella

MULTI-INTENTIONAL
Stan & Ruth Szewc
John & Irene Hickson
Maria Ventricini
The Mastroianni Family

Thursday, April 15:

Souls in Purgatory
Suko Bose
Francesco Ventricini
Fred Mastroianni
Antonio Truglia
Rosa Petitti
Aleksandra Portka
Intentions of Wieslawa and Adam Cybulscy
Special Intentions
Special Intentions
Bruno Perusin
Souls in Purgatory

Friday, April 16:

For the Special Intentions of Ewa

Ewa Nimcz

Saturday, April 17:
8:30 am

Carmela Oddi
Tony Florio
MULTI-INTENTIONAL

Giuseppe Susi & Family
Calogera Cannizzaro

Vladyslav Indyk
Fabio & Donna Pettorossi
Antoinette Marchionda
Clemente & Redenta Massignani
Elisa Altobelli-Bozzo
Giuseppina Fuca
Martin Thien Phu Nguyen
Iolanda & Guerino Bosica
Maddelen Lustrinelli
Lorenzo Castelli
John Spadafora
Anna DeSimone
Adam Wyzkiewicz
Francesca Stramenga
Domenico Sinicropi
Francesco Basolini
Antonina & Nick Zamora
Shirley Downey
Dirkje (Dickie) Krebs
Rosi Campanella

Marek Kulak
Pettorossi & Laskowski Family
Lina Marchionda
Annamaria Reginato
Altobelli, Batt & Mancuso Families
Frank Fuca
Kim Le-Butler
Antonietta Placidi
The Family
Maria Castelli
Mom & Dad
Fil & Raffaela Giannini
Wyzkiewicz Family
Luigia Paradisi
Lauretta & Family
Alfonso & Alissia Bozzeli
Dr. Emil Zamora
Margaret Downey
Domenic Pace
Deacon Carmelo & Family

Krista Pauly
Special Intentions for Mary Barney

Margaret Pelino
Mary Barney

11:00 a.m.

Clelio D’Angelo
Agostino DiNunzio

Natalina D’Angelo
Rosalia DiNunzio

4:00 p.m.

For the People of the Parish
(Missa Pro Populo)

Wednesday, April 14:

Saturday, April 17:
5:30 p.m.

Sunday, April 18:
9:00 a.m.

Maria
Adam Cybulski
Grazyna Chomicka
Halina Kwasniewska
Bertilla Perusin
Eleonora Malatesta

