The Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults
Congratulations to our RCIA candidates who were received into
the Catholic Church on Thursday, August 20, 2020.

We welcome Steven John Campbell, Audrey Debralee
Doxtdator, Nathaniel David Elerus Nikolic, Madison Cobe Lena
Nikolic, Ayokunle Adesomoju, Rosie Spadafora and Dana Leigh
Van Der Marel who along with their sponsors spent many
months prior to the pandemic shutdown preparing for this
great occasion.

May God continue to bless them as they journey in their faith.

Anyone interested in becoming Catholic and would like to
participate in the RCIA process beginning this fall should call
the parish for more information.

1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion at St.
Francis Xavier Parish 2020
Dear Parents,
We hope that you and your families are all doing well.
This is a follow-up to the initial information that went out a couple of weeks ago regarding the
upcoming celebrations of First Reconciliation and First Communion for your child/children.
Since that time, some families have expressed their preference to wait until a later date for these
celebrations due to the ongoing situation with Covid-19, which we completely understand.
Given this, what we would like to do at this time is ask you whether or not you DO plan
to take part on the date(s) given to your child’s school in September/October. If a
significant proportion of families from a given school opt to wait until a later date, then there will
likely be more seats available for each family that would like to participate this fall.
I would ask you to please send your reply to our youth minister, Wes Moga,
at soundofmusic1986@gmail.com by no later than Wednesday, September 9. Then
we will follow up with those choosing to participate to update you on the number of seats/family
available.
Since the children’s in-class preparation for one or both of these Sacraments was disrupted or cut
short by the closure of the schools, our Diocese has suggested that the children/parents/families
who will be participating this fall have a look at the following videos which cover the basics of each
Sacrament. This will help them to better understand what their First Reconciliation and First
Communion are all about and make these celebrations more meaningful for them.
First Reconciliation:
·
Sophia Sketchpad: Confession https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDyMHg8HkSE
7 min. 54 sec. - good for adults and children
·
Busted Halo Sacraments 101- (why we confess) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wz5vu6A58E
5 min. 9 sec. - for adults, excellent catechesis on Reconciliation but brief enough for children
First Communion:
·
Sophia Sketchpad: The Eucharist https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QcB7Uem00n4
6 min. 38 sec. - good for adults and children
·
Busted Halo Sacraments 201- (what we
believe) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMSiHGTBdGk
9 min. 18 sec. - for adults, excellent catechesis on the Mass, but brief enough for children
We will be in touch with a final update for those choosing to participate this fall on Thursday,
September 10. In the meantime, please remember to let Wes know by September 9 whether or
not you will be participating, and don’t hesitate to contact her or myself with any questions.
God bless,
Fr. Mariusz & the Parish Team
fr.mariuszdurbajlo@gmail.com

NOVENA
IN PREPARATION

FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2020-2021

INTRODUCTION
We begin our Novena with the Gospel of Jesus and the
woman at the well. The story of a woman whose own
encounter with the Lord is so transforming that she is
compelled to tell her whole community. Many came to
believe because of her testimony.
This is the story of Catholic Education in the province
of Ontario. The story of women and men whose own
encounter with the Lord has been so transforming that
they are compelled to share their testimony.
Let us witness together to our faith that God is calling
us once again to be formed as his people, his Body.
We are called to be witnesses as we head towards the
start of the school year, in a time of such uncertainty,
that we can be assured that God cares for us, is with
us, saves us.
On this first day of 9 days of prayer, we will join
together – parishes and schools, staff and students,
parents
and
grandparents,
parishioners
and
community members and we will pray for the
protection of all, for the peace of all, for the wisdom
and courage for us all.
Our Novena will come to completion on the first day of
school – September 8th, the Feast of the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. The Bishops of Canada have
dedicated our nation to Mary and have placed us
under her loving protection as she brings our cares
and concerns to her Son. The Diocese of Hamilton,
including every one of our six English speaking and our
one French speaking school boards, rests under the
protection of our Lady of the Annunciation. Like Mary,
let us ponder all God has done for us, let us be filled
with the Holy Spirit, and let us always turn to her Son
who died to save us and is even now at our side,
strengthening us.

DAY 1: WE PROCLAIM THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST CRUCIFIED.
+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Let us be strengthened as we proclaim Christ crucified, knowing he died for us. We look
to our mother, Mary, Mother of the Church and protector, to pray with us and for us as
we head back to school this September.

O God, who gave us your only Son so that we may have everlasting life,
may we be confident in your love and mercy.
May we look forward to this coming school year knowing you are always with us.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

DAY 2: WE ARE A PEOPLE WHO DISCERN THE SPIRIT’S GIFTS AMONG US.
+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Let us recognize the gifts of the Holy Spirit among us so that we may find wisdom,
courage, and understanding in our community. Let us use our gifts to give witness to
God’s goodness. We look to our mother, Mary, Mother of the Church and protector, to
pray with us and for us as we head back to school this September.

O God, who gave us your only Son so that we may have everlasting life,
may we be confident in your love and mercy.
May we look forward to this coming school year knowing you are always with us.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

DAY 3: WE ARE GOD’S SERVANTS.
+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Let us be ready to serve the Lord by serving others in our families and our parishes and
in our school community. We look to our mother, Mary, Mother of the Church and
protector, to pray with us and for us as we head back to school this September.

O God, who gave us your only Son so that we may have everlasting life,
may we be confident in your love and mercy.
May we look forward to this coming school year knowing you are always with us.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

DAY 4: ALL THINGS BELONG TO CHRIST AND CHRIST BELONGS TO GOD.
+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Let us remember that all things belong to Christ – even our worries – and Christ belongs
to God – so we can trust that our worries are carried in God’s loving arms. We look to
our mother, Mary, Mother of the Church and protector, to pray with us and for us as we
head back to school this September.

O God, who gave us your only Son so that we may have everlasting life,
may we be confident in your love and mercy.
May we look forward to this coming school year knowing you are always with us.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

DAY 5: THE LORD KNOWS OUR HEARTS.
+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Let us remember that the Lord knows our hearts. Even when we have no words, the Holy
Spirit will carry our prayers to our loving Father. We look to our mother, Mary, Mother of
the Church and protector, to pray with us and for us as we head back to school this
September.

O God, who gave us your only Son so that we may have everlasting life,
may we be confident in your love and mercy.
May we look forward to this coming school year knowing you are always with us.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

DAY 6: WE ARE HUNGRY AND THIRSTY FOR THE LORD.
+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
We are hungry and thirsty for the Lord – for his word, his light, and his truth. We know
that he will lead us closer to the Father. We look to our mother, Mary, Mother of the
Church and protector, to pray with us and for us as we head back to school this
September.

O God, who gave us your only Son so that we may have everlasting life,
may we be confident in your love and mercy.
May we look forward to this coming school year knowing you are always with us.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

DAY 7: LOVE IS THE FULFILLING OF THE LAW.
+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Lord has taught us that love is the fulfilling of the law. Let us be obedient to God’s
law by loving one another. We look to our mother, Mary, Mother of the Church and
protector, to pray with us and for us as we head back to school in just a few days.

O God, who gave us your only Son so that we may have everlasting life,
may we be confident in your love and mercy.
May we look forward to this coming school year knowing you are always with us.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

DAY 8: CHRIST HAS SAVED US.
+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
We know that Christ has saved us. Let us live as people of the resurrection – sure of his
saving power in our lives every day. We look to our mother, Mary, Mother of the Church
and protector, to pray with us and for us as we head back to school tomorrow.

O God, who gave us your only Son so that we may have everlasting life,
may we be confident in your love and mercy.
May we look forward to this coming school year knowing you are always with us.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

DAY 9: NOW THE TIME HAS COME; WE REJOICE IN THE LORD WHO BRINGS GOOD
THINGS TO LIFE.
+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The time has come. School begins today. We know that our Father’s timing is perfect. On
this day, as we remember the birth of Mary, and how God’s plan for our salvation was
unfolding in that time and place as he chose her to be the Mother of God’s onlybegotten Son. Let us remember that God has a plan to bring good things to life in our
time, too. We look to Mary, Mother of the Church and protector, to pray with us and for
us as we head back to school this day.

O God, who gave us your only Son so that we may have everlasting life,
may we be confident in your love and mercy.
May we begin this school year knowing you are always with us.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

MASS INTENTIONS FOR AUGUST 31 TO SEPTEMBER 6, 2020
DATE

MASS INTENTION

REQUESTED BY

MONDAY, August 31:

Edelinda Frisina
Diane Cullen

Victor & Mickie Puglia
Claude & Carol Luscombe

TUESDAY, September 1:

Luigi & Maria Agostini
Italo Damiani

Giuseppina
Anthony, Massima &
Martino Salciccioli

WEDNESDAY, September 2:

Maria Mantione
Antonio & Rinaldo D’Amico
Intentions of Bruna Canton

Anthony & Massima
Salciccioli
Mrs. D’Amico
Anonymous

THURSDAY, September 3:

Mario Angelini
Diane Cullen

Giovanna Angelini
Dan & Anne Smith & Family

FRIDAY, September 4:

Umberto Spadafora
Italo Damiani

Carmela Spadafora
Alissia & Alfonso Bozzelli

SATURDAY, September 5:

Amelia Spicuzza
Domenica Orsini

Florio Family
Lidia & Carmela

5:30PM Mass

MULTI-INTENTIONAL
Ottavio & Giuseppina Altobelli
Michael Litniansky
Vito Saputo & Grazia Cottone
Mario & Matteo Manzella
Giulio Quercia
Pavel Kulak
Suor Renata Rossini
Dianna Capobianco
Betty Blakely
Clara Kyle
Jean Catlin
Guido Malvestuto
Special intention for Fr. Saju

Altobelli, Batt & Mancuso
Families
Jeanette Litniansky
Angela & Serafina Manzella
Angela & Serafina Manzella
Mrs. Quercia
Marek Kulak
Angela Colalillo
Agata Faiazza
Jim Blakely
Jim Blakely
CWL
CWL
Anna Gustin

SUNDAY, September 6:
9:00 AM Mass

Alberto & Maria Capretta
Maria Mantione

Mrs. Candeloro
CWL

11:00AM Mass

Giovanna & Domenico Sciarrone
Missa Pro Populo

Rose D’Agostino

