Weekly Schedule
Date

Celebration - Time

Monday,
February 15:

Rosary – 8:30 AM (livestreamed)

1st Reading: Genesis 4.1-15, 25
Gospel: Mark 8.11-13

Tuesday,
February 16:
1st Reading: Genesis 6.5-8; 7.1-5, 10
Gospel: Mark 8.14-21

Mass – 9:00 AM (livestreamed)
Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)
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Rosary – 8:30 AM (livestreamed)
Mass – 9:00 AM (livestreamed)

Rev. Stephen Murrin

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)
Rosary – 7:30 AM

Wednesday,
February 17:
1st Reading: Joel 2.12-18
2nd Reading: 2 Corinthians 5.20 – 6.2
Gospel: Matthew 6.1-6, 16-18

Mass – 8:00 AM
Liturgy of the Word for Elementary Schools –
9:10 AM (livestreamed)

Ash Wednesday

Mass – 12:00 PM
Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)
Mass – 7:00PM (livestreamed)

Thursday,
February 18:
1st Reading: Deuteronomy 30.15-20
Gospel: Luke 9.22-25

Rosary – 7:30 AM
Mass – 8:00 AM
Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)

Rev. Toby Collins
C.R.

Rosary – 7:30 AM
Friday,
February 19:
1st Reading: Isaiah 58.1-9a
Gospel: Matthew 9.14-15

Mass – 8:00 AM
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament –
8:30 AM –9:30 AM

Rev. Joseph de Viveiros,
C.R.

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)
Stations of the Cross – 7:00 PM
Rosary – 8:00 AM
Mass – 8:30 AM

Saturday,
February 20:

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)

1st Reading: Isaiah 58.9b-14
Gospel: Luke 5.27-32

4:00 PM –5:00 PM

Sacrament of Reconciliation –

Rev. Jungheon (Francisco)
Kwak

(or by appointment, please call the parish office)

Mass – 5:30 PM
Sunday,
February 21:

Rosary – 8:30 AM (livestreamed)

1st Reading: Genesis 9.8-15
2nd Reading: 1 Peter 3.18-22
Gospel: Mark 1.12-15

Mass – 11:00 AM

Mass – 9:00 AM (livestreamed)
Mass – 4:00 PM

First Sunday
of Lent

Once a month on Zoom, our youth ministry
community is meeting to pray the Rosary!
All are welcome to participate.
Grab your Rosary and join in this Thursday, February
18 at 7:00pm as we pray and reflect on the Luminous
Mysteries!
Please email Wes at wmoga@hamiltondiocese.com
for the Zoom invite if you are not already on the
contact list. Also, if you are interested in helping to
lead the prayers and reflections please let her know.
Hope to see you Thursday evening!

This Lent, our Youth Ministry community will be hosting a weekly
online retreat for students and families!
Please see the poster above for all the details.
Hoping you'll be able to join in on this journey of faith and fellowship
through the beautiful season of Lent!

THINKfast is our annual social justice event for youth!
Participants fast from solid foods for 24 hours while exploring a particular social
justice issue, and how they can make a difference, through games, simulation
activities, videos, group discussions, and prayer.
This year, the focus is on how the lives our brothers and sisters in the Global South
are impacted by the scarcity of water and by private companies taking control
of water resources.
THINKfast 2021 will be held online using Zoom.
Age Group: Grade 5 and up
Students in Grade 8 and older have the option of participating as leaders.
Dates and Times:
Session 1: Friday, March 5 from 7:00pm – 9:30pm
Session 2: Saturday, March 6 from 10:00am – 12:30pm
Session 3: Saturday, March 6 from 3:00pm – 5:00pm
Cost to participate: $10
Registration deadline: Friday, February 26
You can visit https://saintfxstoneycreek.com/thinkfast-2021/ to download the
registration form!

Dear Friends,
We are preparing ourselves to celebrate the
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, which is the last
Sunday before we enter into the Season of Lent.
The Gospel presents us with the story of the
healing of a man with leprosy.
“The leprosy about which the first reading and
the gospel speak today is not to be confused
with contemporary Hansen’s disease, medically
identified only in 1868 by the Norwegian scientist
Gerhard Hansen. A number of conditions,
especially those with the signs of scaly skin,
swellings, and exuding bodily fluids, are
described as “leprosy” in this Sunday’s first
reading from the book of Leviticus. Skin that
flaked off, fluids that were unnaturally exuded
from the body, were considered to be
conditions that violated religious-cultural
boundaries connected with the integrity, and
therefore holiness, of the human body, and so
were considered to diminish the worth of the
person. People with such conditions were
banished from the community, compelled to cry
“Unclean!” and make themselves obviously
disheveled so that others would avoid them. To
be “unclean” was also regarded as a moral
failing and therefore sinful. The person who
came into contact with such an afflicted one
was regarded as contaminated and as ritually
unclean and as adding to the moral pollution of
the very gregarious Middle Eastern society.
Leprosaria and Hansen’s disease still exist in
some parts of the world, but social and religious
alienation because of other causes is sadly
much more familiar. Who are today’s “lepers,”
people whom some consider as “polluting” the
homogeneous and often exclusive society by
their differences in race, culture, social mores, or
physical and intellectual disabilities? The
attitudes of the Nazis to the Jews, the Hutus to
the Tutsis, the second people to the first and
indigenous people of a land, are bred by a
“leper” mindset. What are our attitudes to those
we might consider as weakening the moral fiber
of society - the drug addicts, the HIV/AIDS
sufferers, those in prison? Are we on the side of

harsh, punitive justice
restorative justice? …

or

compassionate

In the gospel, Jesus is approached by a leper.
He makes no attempt to move away from him.
What he is moved by is compassion, the deep
gut-wrenching response that identifies with the
suffering of another, and his hand stretches out
to touch the man and affirm his choice to heal
him. How long had it been since the leper had
felt the touch of another human being on his
diseased flesh, had heard words of affirmation
rather than insult? We should be more
enlightened about the importance of touch the holding of the hand of the seriously ill or
dying person, the silent embrace of the
bereaved. Yet for some people there is the
almost hysterical avoidance of touching the
HIV/AIDS sufferer, or of drinking from the
communion chalice lest, contrary to all medical
opinion, one might be infected by this. Jesus’s
compassion and humanity bridge the gap
between the holy and the unclean, freedom
and taboos, sickness and health.
Jesus tells the man to observe the Mosaic Law
by showing himself to a priest for the
confirmation of his healing, and to offer a public
sacrifice, an act of worship from which his
leprosy had excluded him. By this instruction
Jesus shows that he respects the Mosaic
teaching, even though he will soon clash with
some of the scribes’ interpretation of this.
Ironically, the man now goes around publicly
and freely, while Jesus must leave the town and
go into the country to escape his unwanted
publicity. Because he has touched the leper,
according to the Law Jesus is also regarded as
unclean and excluded. He has taken upon
himself another’s infirmity; in his passion and
death he will be the Suffering Servant who bears
all our infirmities and transgressions for the sake
of our salvation (cf. Isa 53:4-5). Yet people still
come to him, caring nothing for his “infection”
and everything for his miraculous power. As
those who come to Jesus, what are we seeking
from him? Do we want to be infected with his
compassion or with the miraculous? How does

Jesus touch us - and how do we touch others?”
(Living Liturgy 2021)
It is now confirmed that we are reopening on
February 17! And so, since we are reopening this
Wednesday, at the same time it is in our Catholic
Christian tradition Ash Wednesday and the
beginning of the Season of Lent. Here at St.
Francis Xavier Church we will have three Masses
that day: 8:00am, 12:00pm and 7:00pm, during
which the distribution of ashes will take place.
Please note that the distribution of ashes will be
different this year - a priest will say only one time
to all present “Repent, and believe in the
Gospel”. Then, after sanitizing his hands, he will
sprinkle the ashes on the head of each person
who comes towards him without saying
anything. Please note that the reopening, if it
takes place next week, will be with the limited
capacity of 30%, with social distancing in place,
masks mandatory, and sanitizing of hands
before entering the church, just as it was before
the beginning of the second lockdown.
On Wednesday our 5 elementary schools will
participate in a virtual Liturgy of the Word for Ash
Wednesday that will start at 9:10am on the
parish YouTube channel. If you are homebound,
please join our young students for this liturgy and
pray with them and for them at the beginning of
the Lenten Season. Also on the same day, the
7:00pm Mass (if we are reopened) will be
livestreamed for our parishioners who are unable
to join us in person.
The 2020 tax receipts are now ready at the
parish office, but as you know the office is
currently closed but will reopen on February 17.
If you would like to receive your tax receipt
electronically, please email our parish office with
the following information to confirm your identity
and to help us make sure that we don’t send
your receipt to the wrong person: your first and
last name, your address, telephone number and
envelope number. As soon as we have this
information, we will be able to provide you with
your electronic tax receipt. You can also pick up
your tax receipt from the office after it has
reopened. All tax receipts that have not been

picked up in person or by email by the end of
February will be mailed at that time, but if you
would like to assist the parish in saving some
expenses for stamps then please do so as right
now our income is very limited.
In your prayers please remember the soul of our
long-time parishioner Tiny Bonds who passed
away this week: Eternal rest, grant unto her O
Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon her. May
she rest in peace. May the souls of all the faithful
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.
A reminder of the upcoming Lenten Retreat for
Youth and Families which will be held on Sunday
evenings during Lent from 7:00-8:00pm over
Zoom, as well as the online THINKfast social
justice event for youth at the beginning of
March. More information about both can be
found here.
Our youth ministry community will also be hosting
their second online Rosary of the year on Zoom
this coming Thursday, February 18 at 7:00pm! All
are welcome to participate. Please email Wes at
wmoga@hamiltondiocese.com for the Zoom
invite if you are not already on the contact list. If
you are interested in helping to lead the prayers
and reflections please let her know.
Join us this Sunday for the celebration of the
Mass on the parish YouTube channel at the usual
time of 10:00am with the Rosary prayed at
9:30am.
God bless.
Fr. Mariusz

“God will not allow

you to be lost if you
persist in your
determination not to
lose Him.”
St. Pius of Pietrelcina

BULLETIN
ANNOUNCEMENTS
February 2021
PARENTING TIP OF THE MONTH Parenting Tip 127: Two kinds of love are on
display in the month of February this year –
one on Valentine’s Day celebrating
romantic love and one on Feb. 17th, Ash
Wednesday, celebrating the infinite love of
a merciful God. When we recognize the
depth of God’s love, so powerful that
nothing can separate us from it, we feel
secure that God is always with us. Both
these loves are important and this is a great
month to help children understand that
God is responsible for both. Talk to them
about how He created us to want to be in
relationships, care about others and love
important people in our lives. Help them to
understand that the six weeks of Lent ends
with the celebration Easter. Easter, the day
we rejoice over Christ’s resurrection and
through his love, our ability to spend
eternity in Heaven.
MARRIAGE TIP OF THE MONTH - Marriage
Tip 107: In February we celebrate
Valentine’s Day, a day created to celebrate
love and a great month to think back to the
days of dating we experienced with our
spouses!
Days
when
we
flirted,
complimented, spent endless hours
talking, hated to be apart and planned and
went on dates! Now compare it to your
time together today – have you given up all
or most of these actions? Marriages that
continue to have relationships that reflect
their dating days feel connected, vitalized
and loved. Why not consider making
February a month of renewal for your
marriage? Purposely create a relationship
with your spouse where you give them your
time and attention by making them your
number one priority and ignite that same
spark of love you felt in those early days of
dating.

Anniversary Mass 2021 Registration - The
Anniversary Mass scheduled for June of
2021 has been cancelled due to restrictions
and concerns around COVID-19. We invite
you to register your 25, 40, 50, 60 and 60
plus years of marriage on the Diocesan
website at www.hamiltondiocese.com. The
Anniversary Mass is listed on the home
page - click on the icon and you can
register your anniversary. We will send you
the certificate you would have received
from Bishop Crosby at the Mass.
Marriage Enrichment - Looking for a
wonderful opportunity to spend time
together as a couple, in the safety of your
own home? Join the Virtual/Online
Worldwide Marriage Encounter experience
from March 5-7. During these stressful
times, give your marriage a booster shot!
Restore your loving communication with
your spouse and rekindle the romance. The
Marriage Encounter experience is a skillbuilding enrichment program where
together, you, as husband and wife, learn
how to be the best couple you can be. No
group discussion. Based on Catholic values
but open to couples of all faiths. Rediscover
the love in your relationship! Contact:
Marge
&
Gerard
McCauley
at
gerard.marge@rogers.com or (905) 7921925 or visit the website at: www.me.org
Ash Wednesday, February 17th, begins the
Holy Season of Lent. The Diocesan Office for
Evangelization and Catechesis and the
Diocesan Office for Liturgy are preparing
an Ash Wednesday program that can be
celebrated at home – with the Gospel
proclamation and a brief reflection by His
Excellency, Bishop Douglas Crosby. Parents
may bless their children by tracing the Sign
of the Cross on their foreheads, marking
the beginning of the annual Lenten
journey.
For more information and
additional resources for celebrating Lent in
pandemic times, please see our Diocesan
website:
www.hamiltondiocese.com/lent2021.

COME AND JOIN US VIRTUALLY ON OUR JOURNEY
IN EXPLORING THE HEALING SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION.
FORGIVEN explores the grace and healing offered in Confession and shows how this
sacrament of mercy reveals the depth and bounty of God’s love. By looking at God’s revelation
of his mercy in Scripture and making a step-by-step examination of the Rite itself, FORGIVEN
communicates God’s invitation to each one of us to come experience his indescribable love
in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
The FORGIVEN program study will be held via Zoom on Tuesday evenings from 7:00pm –
8:30pm for five weeks during the season of Lent on the following dates and explore the
following session topics:
Week 1.
Week 2.
Week 3.
Week 4.
Week 5.

February 23rd
March 02nd
March 09th
March 16th
March 23rd

Where are You?
An Encounter with Mercy
Embraced in Mercy
Biblical Foundations
Answering Common Questions About Confession

To register for the FORGIVEN program study, contact Marianne by phone at 905-870-6554 or
by email at mariannegrguric@cogeco.ca
A workbook is available for this session at a cost of $15.00 (tax incl.) – workbooks will be
available on a first come first serve basis.
CONSIDER MAKING THIS YOUR PERSONAL COMMITMENT DURING LENT - TO DEEPEN YOUR
UNDERSTANDING OF THE MERCY AND LOVE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST.

MASS INTENTIONS FOR FEBRUARY 15 TO FEBRUARY 21, 2021
DATE

MASS INTENTION

REQUESTED BY

Monday, February 15:

Ricky Resijan
Maria Gebska

Albert & Dina Diadamo
Janina Pasadyn

Tuesday, February 16:

Sylvia Langin
In thanksgiving to the Immaculate Heart
of Mary for being instrumental in bringing
sinners to conversion

Mario & Louise Castellani
Janina Pasadyn

Wednesday, February 17:

12:00 pm Mass - Tony Florio
7:00 pm Mass - Special Intentions

Frank & Frances Florio
Halina Kwasniewska
Ewa Nimcz

Thursday, February 18:

In Thanksgiving to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus & the Immaculate Heart of Mary
For the deceased family members of
Grazyna and Bozena

Friday, February 19:

Silvia Malvestuto
For the deceased family members of
Grazyna and Bozena

Mario & Louise Castellani
Halina Kwasniewska

Giovanni Susi

Joe Susi & Family

Saturday, February 20:
8:30 am Mass

Halina Kwasniewska

MULTI-INTENTIONAL
Saturday, February 20:
5:30 pm Mass

Kazimierz Kubicki
Fabio & Donna Pettorossi
Corrado & Joe Varrasso
Aguinaldo Elias
Rocco Costantini
Leondina Cavicchia
Gilda Papile
Gina Valeri
Juanita Raymond-Smith
Silvia Malvestuto

Marek Kulak
Pettorossi & Laskowski Families
Caterina Dortenzio
Maria Elias
Costantini & DiGiandomenico
Families
Costantini & DiGiandomenico
Families
Costantini & DiGiandomenico
Families
Rita Ventresca
Knights of Columbus Counci 7969
Joe & Trudy Lemmen

Sunday, February 21:
9:00 am Mass

Krista Pauly
For the People of the Parish
(Missa Pro Populo)

Margaret Pelino

11:00 am Mass

For the intentions of Michael Chomicki on
the occasion of his birthday

The Chomicki Family

4:00 pm Mass

Special Intention for Lucinda Kunkel

Louise Kunkel

