Weekly Schedule
Date

Celebration - Time

Monday,
March 1:

Rosary – 7:30 AM

1st Reading: Daniel 9.3, 4b-10++
Gospel: Luke 6.36-38

Tuesday,
March 2:
1st Reading: Isaiah
1.10, 16-20, 27-28, 31++
Gospel: Matthew 23.1-12

Wednesday,
March 3:
1st Reading: Jeremiah 18.18-20
Gospel: Matthew 20.17-28

Thursday,
March 4:

Mass – 8:00 AM

Rev. Duy Van Nguyen

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)

Rosary – 7:30 AM
Mass – 8:00 AM

Rev. John Van Hees

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)

Rosary – 7:30 AM
Mass – 8:00 AM
Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)

Discalced Carmelite Sisters
(O.C.D.)

Rosary – 7:30 AM
Mass – 8:00 AM
Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)

1st Reading: Jeremiah 17.5-10
Gospel: Luke 16.19-31

Diocese of Hamilton
Prayer Calendar

Rev. Vivek Trindade

Sacrament of Confirmation – 7:00 PM (for
Students from Our Lady of Peace Elementary School)

Rosary – 7:30 AM
Friday,
March 5:
1st Reading: Genesis
37.3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28
Gospel: Matthew 21.33-43, 45-46

Mass – 8:00 AM
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament –
8:30 AM –9:30 AM

Rev. James Petrie

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)
Stations of the Cross – 7:00 PM
Rosary – 8:00 AM

Saturday,
March 6:
1st Reading: Micah 7.14-15, 18-20
Gospel: Luke 15.1-3, 11-32

Mass – 8:30 AM
Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)
Sacrament of Reconciliation –

Rev. Gerald Mulhall

4:00 PM –5:00 PM
(or by appointment, please call the parish office)

Mass – 5:30 PM
Sunday,
March 7:

Rosary – 8:30 AM (livestreamed)

1st Reading: Exodus 20.1-17
2nd Reading: 1 Cor. 1.18, 22-25++
Gospel: John 2.13-25

Mass – 11:00 AM

Mass – 9:00 AM (livestreamed)
Mass – 4:00 PM

Third Sunday
of Lent

This Lent, our Youth Ministry community will be hosting a weekly
online retreat for students and families!
Please see the poster above for all the details.
Hoping you'll be able to join in on this journey of faith and fellowship
through the beautiful season of Lent!

Important Information on Bill C-7
Bill C-7, which will expand the eligibility criteria for euthanasia and assisted suicide,
passed in the Legislature and was sent to the Senate for approval. In the Senate
further changes were made that would allow MAID (Medical Assistance in Dying)
to occur more often by removing the “reasonable foreseeability of natural death”
criterion currently in the Criminal Code. It will also allow MAID for those who are
suffering from mental illness. Senator Batters spoke quite eloquently as the third
reading of the Bill was occurring in the Senate. Please take the time to listen to her
words as she lays out her thoughts and passionately defends the vulnerable in our
country. To access the video please click on the picture below:

While it will be challenging to stop the proposed changes now, it is not too late
for Catholics to make a difference. Please watch this video clip. Contact your
Member of Parliament and let them know that the changes proposed to Bill C-7
go too far, beyond what the courts called for and now puts at risk all persons
suffering from mental health or disabilities, the very people we should be most
striving to protect.

Development & Peace
Share Lent Campaign 2021
This year’s campaign is highlighting the mission and values of Development
and Peace and calls us to share love in this Lenten period.
We are invited to engage in the campaign through the prayers, activities, and
resources provided on the calendar on the following pages and to make a
donation on Solidarity Sunday (March 21) to support the work that D&P is
doing for our brothers and sisters in the Global South if we are able.
To view the campaign video, please click on the picture below:

Solidarity calendar
Weekly highlights

This year, our full Lenten solidarity calendar and its many activities can be found online at devp.org/lent. Every
week, you are invited to explore an aspect of Development and Peace through prayer, action and fundraising and to
participate in a virtual event. This printable mini-calendar provides a brief overview of the Share Lent 2021 program.

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

February 17

February 22

March 1

Values and mission

It's Ash Wednesday! To show your
support for Share Lent, print the
campaign poster and put it up in your
home and/or parish.

Humanitarian action

Hawo lives in Somalia and is one of
millions of internally displaced people
around the globe. Discover her story.

February 19
Set up your own Lenten fundraising
page on our #SpreadingSolidarity
platform!
February 20
It’s the World Day of Social
Justice. Join us on Zoom at 1pm
EST for a special Meet our partners
activity. Sign up here!
February 21
Reflect on the principle of solidarity.
How does it apply to international
cooperation efforts?

Hawo

February 23

Reflection/Prayer
Testimony
Advocacy/education action

February 24
Visit the online calendar to
discover an interesting fact about
Development and Peace!
February 25
Pray for the victims of humanitarian
crises worldwide.
February 26
Read our Recovering together
backgrounder on the COVID-19
emergency.
Plan a family movie night on the
week’s theme. See the online
calendar for suggestions.

How should the principle of
participation impact local
development efforts? Discuss
with family and friends.
March 4
Visit the online calendar to learn
about the Pope's call to respect
Indigenous peoples' wisdom.
March 5
Take a moment to thank your
Spreading Solidarity donors!
March 6
Learn how young Fabio benefited
from training provided by
Development and Peace’s Colombian
partner, the Asociación Campesina
de Antioquia.

February 28
Discover the story of Aysha, one of
the world’s 80 million forcibly
displaced people.

Fundraising action
Campaign resources
Online activity

See the campaign guide for great
liturgical resources and tools to
promote Share Lent!
March 3

Read the reflection on last Sunday’s
Gospel reading!

February 27

Legend

Visit the online calendar to
discover an interesting fact about
Development and Peace!
March 2

February 18
Learn about the Principles for a
Just Recovery. How do they connect
with Catholic Social Teaching?

Community development work

Aysha

Fabio

March 7
They’re half the world and they’re
owed much more! Pray for the equal
treatment of the world’s women.

"Did you know?"
Online activity
Join us on Zoom for a Meet our
partners activity: Humanitarian
intervention — Realities from
the field. Sign up here.

Online activity
Join us on Zoom for a Meet our
partners activity: Changing
structures and reaching the most
vulnerable through a partnership
approach. Sign up here.

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Week 7

March 8

March 15

March 22

March 29

Youth involvement

It's International
Women's Day. Write
to a young woman who
inspires you!
March 9
Write a solidarity chain
letter to reach those
who may not be able
to donate online.
March 10
Use our campaign banner
as your Facebook cover
picture to promote the
Share Lent campaign!
March 11
The national online
THINKfast starts today
at 3pm EST! Sign up
here for this 25 hour
interactive fasting and
learning experience.

Membership
and fundraising

It's the 10th anniversary
of the Syrian conflict.
Learn more about the
work of our partner,
Jesuit Relief Service,
in the region.
March 16
Take a moment to pray
for our community of
members across the
country.
March 17
Simone Fournier sits
on Development and
Peace’s National Council
since 2019. Learn what
motivated her to join.

Simone
Fournier

March 18

March 12
Read the reflection on last
Sunday’s Gospel reading!
March 13
How eco-friendly is your
home or school? Find
out through our special
scavenger hunt!
March 14
Emily Lukasik, our
animator for Central
Ontario, explains why
she is involved with
Development and Peace.

Visit the online calendar
to discover an interesting
fact about Development
and Peace!
March 19
Start a climate conversation
with fellow people of faith.
Get ideas and tips on the
For the Love of Creation
website.
March 20
Remind everyone —
friends, family, colleagues,
parishioners — that
they can donate to
Development and Peace
in several ways!

Advocacy work

It's World Water Day.
Visit the online calendar
to discover an interesting
fact about water and
Development and Peace!
March 23
Ask your MP to ensure
that Canada commits to a
green and just recovery!

Emily
Lukasik

Take time to meditate on
our campaign prayer this
Holy Week.
March 30
Why does Canadian
solidarity matter in Brazil?
Discover Sr. Jean Bellini's
answer.

March 24
Read the reflection on
this week’s theme of
advocacy.
March 25
To prepare for Holy Week,
read the Way of the Cross
on our resources page.

Sr. Jean
Bellini

March 31
Who said it: Oprah or
Pope Francis? Take this
fun quiz in the online
calendar!
April 1

March 26
Read about Alexandra
Cadar's involvement with
her Development and
Peace youth group.

Alexandra
Cadar

March 27
Take a moment to pray for
the Caritas Internationalis
family and our partner
organizations around the
world.
March 28
Palm Sunday
Introduce Development
and Peace to someone
who's never heard of us!

March 21
Solidarity Sunday
Catch the live stream of
our online Fifth Sunday
national mass on our
website or on YouTube.

Holy Week

Online activity
Join us on Zoom for
a Meet our members
activity: A climate
conversation —
minimizing waste and
promoting sustainability

Holy Thursday
Let the Lenten washing
of the feet be a reminder
to heed the call to serve
with humility.
April 2
Good Friday
Join us on Zoom for our
national online Way of the
Cross evening activity!
April 3
Holy Saturday
Your fundraising year:
what worked, what
didn’t? Discuss and
brainstorm to do even
better next year!
April 4
Easter Sunday
Happy Easter! Close the
Lenten season with a final
moment of prayer from
the online calendar.

Dear Friends,
This Sunday, which is the Second Sunday of
Lent, as we gather for the celebration of the
Mass and to receive the Body of Christ, we
will reflect on the Gospel that describes for
us the transfiguration of our Lord.
“The readings present a compendium of
themes that shape the Lenten season. The
first reading concludes the cycle of
narratives about Abraham (Gen 12–23),
which unfold from his call, with the promise
that he and Sarah will be the parents of
many nations, through the covenant and
the birth of a son, the bearer of the promise
(Isaac), and reaches its pinnacle in God’s
command that Abraham offer Isaac as a
holocaust. As one of the most treasured
subjects of Christian art, the denouement of
the story is familiar. At the last moment “the
Lord’s messenger” intervenes; Isaac is
spared, and the promise is renewed:
“Because you acted as you did in not
withholding from me your beloved son, I will
bless you abundantly” (Gen 22:16-17).
In both Judaism and Christianity Abraham is
a paradigm of faith who “when tested was
found loyal” (Sir 44:20), who “hoped against
hope” (Rom 4:18), and who “by faith, . . .
when put to the test, offered up Isaac”
because he believed in a God who could
raise up the dead (Heb 11:17- 19). Also in
Jewish tradition Isaac is transformed into a
model of self-sacrifice who went willingly to
his death, which is adopted by Christians for
Jesus, “the Son of God who has loved me
and given himself up for me” (Gal 2:20).
“Transformation” would be a better term to
describe today’s gospel story, since Jesus,
though in the form of God, took on the
“form of a slave” (Phil 2:6-7), and is now
transformed and seen as an exalted
member of the heavenly court. The
narrative is dense with biblical allusions. The
dazzling white clothes are a symbol of divine
presence in Daniel 7:9, while the presence of
Elijah and Moses has been interpreted in a

number of ways. They are symbols of the
prophets and the Law; both are people who
did not taste death but were exalted to
heaven (Elijah in 2 Kgs 2:1-12; Moses in extrabiblical tradition); they are faithful prophets
who suffered because they followed God’s
word.
The deeper focus of the account emerges
from the divine voice: “This is my beloved
Son. Listen to him” (Mark 9:7). The
transformation follows the first of three
predictions by Jesus of his death by
crucifixion, which the disciples consistently
resist. Peter’s desire for three booths seems
an attempt to substitute divine presence for
the way of the cross. The same three
disciples who witness Jesus’s transformation
fail to watch with him during his agony in the
garden (Mark 14:32-42). Mark’s readers and
we ourselves are to hear the voice of a Jesus
who says that the way to glory is only
through the cross.
The narrative is also followed by one of the
most dramatic stories in the gospel (Mark
9:14-29), the exorcism from a young boy of a
destructive demon which the disciples of
Jesus are powerless to combat. Raphael’s
magnificent
panorama
“The
Transfiguration,” which greets visitors to the
Vatican museums, captures the sequence
perfectly. While Jesus and the heavenly
companions are illumined in resplendent
colors, the fruitless struggle of the disciples
with the demon occupy the lower righthand corner. The eye cannot help but
behold the chaos of earthly evil when
looking at heavenly glory.
…The deeper meaning of the narrative for
Mark and for us during Lent is that even after
moments
of
transcendence
and
transformation, we must come back to
earth, continue to hear the voice of Jesus,
and follow him on the way to the cross.
Experience of transcendence is juxtaposed
with the struggle against evil. The readings
today encourage deep faith and trust in
God.” (Living Liturgy 2021)

We are back to our regular schedules when
it comes to the celebration of the daily and
Sunday Masses, as well as with having the
parish office reopened. When attending
Masses and visiting the office you must
follow all the pandemic protocols that are in
place, and you are asked to please call the
office to make an appointment with our
secretaries before visiting.
This week we begin the celebrations of the
Sacrament of Confirmation for students in
Grade 7 from our five elementary schools.
On Thursday evening, the first group of
students from Our Lady of Peace School will
participate in the Liturgy of the Word, during
which they will receive the Sacrament. Due
to the ongoing pandemic, the attendance
is limited at 30% capacity and the
candidates will be confirmed not by the
bishop but by Fr. Claude and myself (this
year because of the pandemic, our bishop
delegated to all priests the power to give
the sacrament of Confirmation). Please
keep our candidates for Confirmation in
your prayers. We pray that they will be
strong, courageous, and enthusiastic
witnesses to the world of Christ and his
Church.
Today our secretaries worked extra long to
have all the remaining tax receipts folded,
placed in envelopes, sealed and mailed.
Today was the final day to request your
receipt from the parish office - they are now
in the hands of Canada Post. Thank-you to
those parishioners who were kind enough to
pick them up or who requested a copy be
sent to them by email. Doing this has saved
us both time as well as some of the expense
of paying for stamps and envelopes. We still
had to send out more than 600 receipts.
The One Heart, One Soul Campaign
continues at our parish. We have reached
$356,387 in pledges, which is 58.3% of our
campaign goal. If you have not yet made a
pledge and are intending to, please submit
your pledge card to the Diocese.

This Sunday our Diocese observes a Holy
Hour of prayer for the victims of sexual abuse
and their families. It was decreed by our
Bishop in the year 2019 that all parishes in our
Diocese be invited to pray as a community
for healing in the lives of those who have
suffered from the scourge of abuse. Here at
St. Francis Xavier Parish the Holy Hour will
begin at 3pm with the exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, followed by a time of
adoration, and will conclude just before the
4pm Mass with Benediction. Please join us in
prayer.
Our Lenten Retreat for Youth and Families
continues this Sunday evening from 7-8pm
on Zoom! This week's theme is Prayer. If you
would like to participate and are not on the
contact
list,
please
email
Wes
at wmoga@hamiltondiocese.com.
Our condolences to Fr. Mike Downey, our
former parish associate, who grieves the loss
of his mother Shirley Downey who passed
away on Monday, February 22 at the age of
92 in Cambridge. The funeral Mass will take
place at a later date. Eternal rest, grant unto
her O Lord, and let perpetual light shine
upon her. May she rest in peace. May the
souls of all the faithful departed, through the
mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
Parishioners who cannot be with us in person
are invited to celebrate the Sunday Mass
with us virtually on our YouTube channel this
Sunday at 9am.
Have a blessed weekend everyone.
Fr. Mariusz

Every Friday during Lent at 7:00 P.M. in the
church, we will pray the Stations of the Cross. This
beautiful devotion enables those who pray in this
way to re-live the 14 stations (events) in Jesus’ life
as He went through His Passion for the salvation
of the world. They help is to contemplate, and
thus enter into, the Paschal Mystery and can
greatly enrich our Lenten spiritual practice.

DIOCESAN
BULLETIN
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Anniversary Mass 2021 Registration
The Anniversary Mass scheduled for June
of 2021 has been cancelled due to
restrictions and concerns around COVID19. We invite you to register your 25, 40,
50, 60 and 60 plus years of marriage on
the
Diocesan
website
at
www.hamiltondiocese.com.
The
Anniversary Mass is listed on the home
page - click on the icon and you can
register your anniversary. We will send
you the certificate you would have
received from Bishop Crosby at the Mass.

Marriage Enrichment
Looking for a wonderful opportunity to
spend time together as a couple, in the
safety of your own home? Join the
Virtual/Online
Worldwide
Marriage
Encounter experience from March 5-7.
During these stressful times, give your
marriage a booster shot! Restore your
loving communication with your spouse
and rekindle the romance. The Marriage
Encounter experience is a skill-building
enrichment program where together,
you, as husband and wife, learn how to
be the best couple you can be. No
group discussion. Based on Catholic
values but open to couples of all faiths.
Rediscover the love in your relationship!
Contact: Marge & Gerard McCauley at
gerard.marge@rogers.com or (905) 7921925 or visit the website at: www.me.org

Pornography: The Threat, Impact and
Catholic Remedy
Pornography is one of the most
important issues to understand in our
world today. With the ease of its
availability on the internet, it has
affected people of all ages and
backgrounds, whether male or female.
Pornography today is violent and
degrading and often involves young
people who have been sex-trafficked.
Join us on zoom (by internet or phone)
March 25th from 7-8:30 P.M. and hear
more about the threat and impact of
pornography on children and adults,
how we can educate ourselves and our
children to counter its negative influence
and how our Catholic faith provides
hope to those impacted. Presented by
Mrs. Teresa Hartnett and Deacon Joseph
Di Loreto. Registration is required so we
can send you the zoom link, but the
session is free of charge.
This is an important issue which will not go
away unless we provide tools for people
(including parents) to end its destructive
use. Consider registering to learn how
more on this issue by clicking on the
picture below:

MASS INTENTIONS FOR MARCH 1 TO MARCH 7, 2021
DATE

MASS INTENTION

REQUESTED BY
Bertilla Perusin

Monday, March 1:

Bruno Perusin
For the Intentions of the St. Francis Xavier
Parish Prayer Network

Tuesday, March 2:

Silvia Malvestuto
Ana Peixoto

Marc Carmel
Tony Gosgnach

MULTI-INTENTIONAL
Pasquale Bagnoli
Special Intention of Louise Kunkel
Special Intention for Joseph Joun
Special Intentions
For the health and well being of
Wojciech Grzech
Special Intentions

T. Bagnoli
Louise Kunkel
Mary Joun
Halina Kwasniewska
Anonymous

Thursday, March 4:

For the Special Intentions of Ewa
Mary Ann McNamara

Ewa Nimcz
Dan & Anne Smith

Friday, March 5:

Serafina Bracco
For the Holy Souls in Purgatory

Marianne & Rudy Jelovich
Orlando & Rosa Santini

Victoria Luscombe
Tiny Bonds

Marc Carmel
Marc Carmel

Wednesday, March 3:

Saturday, March 6:
8:30 am Mass

Grazyna Chomicka

MULTI-INTENTIONAL
Carmine Colalillo
Kazimierz Kubicki
Souls in Purgatory
Michael LItniansky
Pat Mercuri
Lisetta Colaiacovo
Mafalda Tuori
Julijan Brinac
Maria Delmano
Special Intentions

Angela Colalillo
Marek Kulak
Louise Kunkel
Jeanette Litniansky
Domenico & Angela Villella
Teresa Pace & Family
Vito & Clementina Scandinavo
Marianne & Alex Grguric & Family
Caiella Family
Grazyna Chomicka

9:00 am Mass

Anna Spano
For the People of the Parish
(Missa Pro Populo)

Domenico & Angela Villella

11:00 am Mass

Guido & Silvia Malvestuto

Joe & Trudy Lemmen

4:00 pm Mass

Frank & Eleanor Kunkel

Frank & Louise Kunkel

Saturday, March 6:
5:30 pm Mass

Sunday, March 7:

