


 

Dear Friends, 

As we prepare to celebrate the Fifth Sunday of Lent, 

I would like to invite you to spend a few moments of 

your time with the Gospel reading for this Sunday. 

“The gospel of this Sunday proclaims the paradoxical 

wisdom of emptying in order to become full, of dying 

so that we may be raised to new life. This is the 

“hour” of radical obedience and exaltation for which, 

from Cana, through controversies, festivals, and 

miraculous signs, Jesus has been waiting: an hour 

that in today’s gospel sees Jesus sought by new “first 

disciples,” those beyond Israel, to whom the 

evangelist refers as “some Greeks.” They were 

probably Greek-speaking Jews who had come up to 

Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. They approach 

Andrew and Philip, two of Jesus’s original disciples 

who are apparently approachable and good at 

bringing others to Jesus. (Remember Peter, 

Nathanael, and the boy with five barley loaves and 

two fish.) Although these seekers may have been 

Jews from far-flung places, John uses this episode on 

the threshold of Jesus’s “hour” to suggest the call of 

the Gentiles. Many nations who eagerly seek Jesus 

will be drawn into his mystery when he is lifted up 

from the earth on a cross; all those who will belong 

to the church that is meant to be multiracial and 

multicultural. 

To explain the meaning of his “hour,” Jesus tells the 

parable of a grain of wheat. When it is dropped into 

the earth, the seed shrinks, empties itself, and dies. 

But in the warmth and moisture of the earth new life 

breaks out of the husk and bears much fruit. “Fruit” 

in John’s gospel means “life,” and the hour is at hand 

when Jesus will be buried in the heart of the earth 

and rise from there to transformed and transforming 

life. 

The larger world beyond Israel now includes us. If we 

wish not only to see but also to follow Jesus, we must 

choose to empty ourselves of self-centeredness, of 

the instinct for self-preservation at the expense of our 

sisters and brothers. Those insulated from others’ 

suffering, eager for good connections, popularity, and 

status, rather than finding and following Jesus, will 

lose their lives. From seeds buried in the warm love 

and service of others, and watered by fidelity to our 

baptismal commitment, the Christian community 

grows into the mystery of the death and resurrection 

of Jesus. This is not easy; it was painful for Jesus, and 

it is painful for us. Jesus’s soul was troubled, we hear, 

but he embraces his hour of his own free will. He has 

already told the crowds, “No one takes it [my life] 

from me, but I lay it down on my own. I have power 

to lay it down, and power to take it up again. This 

command I have received from my Father” (John 

10:18). What Jesus has done, he proclaims, has 

always been for the glory of his Father, and he will 

die because of the way he lived. The Father’s voice 

affirms Jesus’s proclamation, declaring that Jesus is 

giving glory to God, and will be glorified because of 

this. It is a voice, says Jesus, that speaks not so much 

to reassure Jesus himself, but to bring faith and 

encouragement to the bystanders. 

We are now the crowd assembled around Jesus. Do 

we understand his words or the Father’s voice? Can 

we recognize his saving cross at the epicenter of the 

tragedies that are born of sin, planted on the seismic 

fault lines that threaten to open and crack our world 

apart: the divides between rich and poor, peace and 

violence, north and south, east and west? Even more 

important, can we allow ourselves to be drawn to the 

exalted cross of Christ so that we ourselves may offer 

from the “right place” of the cross the fruit of healing 

reconciliation for the glory of God?” (Living Liturgy 

2021) 

As I mentioned in my weekly message last Friday, we 

have provided numerous opportunities for Masses 

and Liturgies for Holy Week and Easter. Some of them 

are very busy already and some have a very small 

number of bookings. Please reserve your Mass or 



Liturgy as soon as possible to help us determine the 

number of ushers and lectors that will be needed. 

This week our Confirmation candidates from St. 

Francis Xavier School (on Tuesday), St. Clare of Assisi 

School (on Wednesday) and St. Agnes School (on 

Thursday) will celebrate the reception of the 

sacrament of Confirmation. Please keep them in your 

prayers, that they may be courageous witnesses for 

Christ and his Church in the world. 

Last weekend at all Lord's Day Masses I informed our 

congregation about the serious problems with our two 

candle rooms. What’s the story? A few weeks ago, 

one of our long-time parishioners expressed an 

interest in providing financial assistance to renovate 

one of the rooms. To obtain the proper information 

about how much it would cost, we contacted the 

Diocese about sending a construction company to 

take a look at the project. During the assessment it 

was discovered that all of the pillars supporting the 

candle rooms are rotten and have been almost 

entirely eaten away by termites over the years, and 

they cannot support the windows which constitute the 

main portion of the walls. The recommendations from 

the construction company and the engineer that did 

the assessment are that: 

- no one should be entering the candle rooms from 

now on because they could collapse 

- the rooms cannot be simply restored - they would 

have to be rebuilt from the ground up. 

Therefore, I wish to inform you that the candle rooms 

are now closed to the public and cannot be used for 

unforeseen future. The Diocese will provide further 

assessment on the situation as we go forward. 

The Bishop Farrell Library and Development and 

Peace are partnering to offer the Reel Justice Film 

Festival, a series of online viewings of justice-themed 

films followed by opportunities for discussion. This 

month, on Thursday, March 25 at 6:30pm, they will 

be featuring the film To the Arctic. This 40 minute 

documentary is suitable for the whole family! An 

extraordinary journey to the top of the world, the 

documentary adventure reveals a compelling tale of 

survival. Narrated by Oscar winner Meryl Streep, the 

film takes audiences into the lives of a mother polar 

bear and her twin seven-month old cubs as never 

before captured on film, as they navigate the 

changing Arctic wilderness they call home. To sign up, 

please 

visit https://reeljusticefilmfestival.wordpress.com/co

ntact-us/. There are so many issues of injustice all 

over our world, it is hard to know where to begin. This 

is a great place to start! 

This weekend is Solidarity Sunday. Share Lent has 

been a tradition in Canadian parishes since 1968. It 

was established to embody the two pillars of social 

action - charity and justice - that Pope Benedict XVI 

described as “not only social, but also spiritual 

actions, accomplished in the light of the Holy Spirit”. 

Each year, the campaign tells the stories of our sisters 

and brothers in the Global South. Not stories of 

poverty and misery, but of incredible strength, 

resourcefulness and courage. Development and 

Peace and its partners can accompany and support 

them in their quest for justice because thousands of 

Canadians donate to Share Lent every year. This year, 

our campaign theme is Share Love, Share Lent. It is 

inspired by the message of social fraternity conveyed 

by our Pope in his latest encyclical, Fratelli Tutti. The 

Solidarity Sunday collection is an opportunity to 

honour the Holy Father’s message as a global 

community and to find inspiration from the parable of 

the Good Samaritan which is at the centre of his 

encyclical. Please give generously!  Your donations 

make a big difference in the world. You can visit the 

parish YouTube channel starting tomorrow to view a 

video from our parish Development & Peace team to 

learn more about Solidarity Sunday and how you can 

contribute. 

Our Lenten Retreat for Youth and Families continues 

this Sunday evening from 7-8pm on Zoom, and all are 

welcome to attend! This week's theme is Repentance. 

If you would like to participate and are not on the 

contact list, please email Wes at 

wmoga@hamiltondiocese.com to receive the Zoom 

invite. 

You're invited to join us for Sunday Mass in person as 

we gather as a believing community. For parishioners 

who are prevented from attending at this time we 

provide the livestreamed 9am Sunday Mass on 

our YouTube channel. 

God bless. 

Fr. Mariusz 

https://reeljusticefilmfestival.wordpress.com/contact-us/
https://reeljusticefilmfestival.wordpress.com/contact-us/
mailto:wmoga@hamiltondiocese.com




 

Weekly Schedule 
Date Celebration - Time 

Diocese of Hamilton 

Prayer Calendar 

Monday,  

March 22: 

 

1st Reading: Daniel 13.1-9, 15-17, 

19-30, 33-64++ (or shorter) 

Gospel: John 8.1-11 

Rosary – 7:30 AM 

Mass – 8:00 AM 

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed) 

Rev. Nishil Varghese,  

C.M.I. 

Tuesday,  

 March 23: 

 

1st Reading: Numbers 21.4-9 

Gospel: John 8.21-30 

OM: ST. TURIBIUS OF MOGROVEJO 

Rosary – 7:30 AM 

Mass – 8:00 AM 

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed) 

Sacrament of Confirmation – 7:00 PM (for 

Students from St. Francis Xavier Elementary School) 

Rev. Cornelius O’Mahony 

Wednesday,  

March 24: 

 

1st Reading: Daniel 3.13-20, 24, 

49-50, 91-95++ 

Gospel: John 8.31-42 

Rosary – 7:30 AM 

Mass – 8:00 AM 

Class Mass with SFX School – 11:00 AM 

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed) 

Sacrament of Confirmation – 7:00 PM (for 

Students from St. Clare of Assisi Elementary School) 

Franciscan Fathers  

(O.F.M.) 

 Thursday,  

March 25: 

 

1st Reading: Isaiah 7.10-14; 8.10d 

2nd Reading: Hebrews 10.4-10 

Gospel: Luke 1.26-38 

ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD (S) 

Rosary – 7:30 AM 

Mass – 8:00 AM 

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed) 

Sacrament of Confirmation – 7:00 PM (for 

Students from St. Agnes Elementary School) 

Most Rev. Matthew 

Ustrzycki 

Friday,  

March 26: 

 

1st Reading: Jeremiah 20.7, 10-13++ 

Gospel: John 10.31-42 

Rosary – 7:30 AM 

Mass – 8:00 AM 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament –  

8:30 AM –9:30 AM 

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed) 

Stations of the Cross – 7:00 PM 

Rev. Felix Nwatu 

Saturday,  

March 27: 

 

1st Reading: Ezekiel 37.21-28 

Gospel: John 11.45-56 

Rosary – 8:00 AM 

Mass – 8:30 AM 

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation – 

4:00 PM –5:00 PM  
(or by appointment, please call the parish office) 

Mass – 5:30 PM 

Rev. Piotr Machnacki,  

S.A.C. 

Sunday,  

March 28: 

 

1st Reading: Isa 50.4-7; 2nd Reading: 

Phil 2.6-11; Gospel: Mk 14.1 – 15.47 

~ WORLD DAY OF YOUTH ~ 

Mass – 8:00 AM 

Rosary – 9:30 AM (livestreamed) 

Mass – 10:00 AM (livestreamed) 

Mass – 12:00 PM 

Mass – 4:00 PM 

PALM SUNDAY  

OF THE 

PASSION OF THE LORD 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSl4iJ5QnNvdBWVcX-8kp5g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSl4iJ5QnNvdBWVcX-8kp5g
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Holy Week and Easter 
Please note that due to the ongoing pandemic, we are only permitted to 

accommodate 30% of our church’s seating capacity. All parishioners attending Masses 

and liturgies on Palm Sunday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter Sunday must 

register ahead of time. The registration page is available on our website. You can also 

register by calling or emailing the parish office.  

The registration deadline for each celebration is at least 72 hours in advance to give our 

staff time to contact you if any updates are required. 

 

Palm Sunday 

Saturday, March 27th:  

5:30pm 

 

Sunday, March 28th: 

8:00am,     10:00am,     12:00 Noon,     4:00pm 

 

Chrism Mass 

Monday, March 29th 

 

Cathedral Basilica of Christ the King in Hamilton.  

Due to pandemic only priests can attend this year.  

 

Holy Thursday 

Thursday, April 1st: 

 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 7:00pm 

No Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament this year 

 

Good Friday 

Friday, April 2nd: 

 

Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion. 

11:00am,     1:00pm,     3:00pm 

 

Stations of the Cross: 7:00pm 

 

Holy Saturday 

Saturday, April 3rd: 

 

Blessing of Easter Food: 12:00 Noon 

Note: please remember that there is NO 5:30pm Mass on 

this day. 

 

Solemn Easter Vigil: 8:00pm 

 

Easter Sunday 

Sunday, April 4th: 

 

7:00am,     9:00am,     11:00am,     1:00pm 

 



 

Sacrament of Reconciliation during the Season of Lent  

at St. Francis Xavier Parish 

 

 
Before every daily Mass  from 7:40 am until about 8:00 am  

Friday, March 26  after morning Mass until 9:30 am 

Friday, March 26  from 6:30 pm until 8:00 pm 

Saturday, March 27 from 3:30 pm until 5:00 pm 

Monday, March 29 from 6:30 pm until 8:00 pm 

Tuesday, March 30 from 6:30 pm until 8:00 pm 

Wednesday, March 31 from 6:30 pm until 8:00 pm 

By appointment  Please call the Parish Office  



 

 

Once a month on Zoom, our youth ministry 
community is meeting to pray the Rosary! 

All are welcome to participate. 
 

Grab your Rosary and join in on 

Tuesday, March 30 at 7:00pm as we pray and reflect 
on the Sorrowful Mysteries. 

 
Please email Wes at wmoga@hamiltondiocese.com 

for the Zoom invite if you are not already on the 
contact list. Also, if you are interested in helping to 

lead the prayers and reflections, please let her know. 
 

Hope to see you on March 30! 

mailto:wmoga@hamiltondiocese.com


REEL JUSTICE FILM FESTIVAL 
 
 

There are so many issues of injustice all over our world, it is hard 
to know where to begin. 

Start by joining us for a movie and discussion! 
 

This month's Reel Justice film, 

To The Arctic, will be shown virtually 

next Thursday, March 25th at 

6:30pm. This 40 minute 
documentary is suitable for the 
while family! An extraordinary 

journey to the top of the world, the 
documentary adventure reveals a 

compelling tale of survival. 
Narrated by Oscar winner Meryl 
Streep, the film takes audiences 
into the lives of a mother polar 

bear and her twin seven-month-
old cubs as never before captured 

on film, as they navigate the 
changing Arctic wilderness they 

call home. 
 

To sign up, please visit 
https://reeljusticefilmfestival.wordpress.com/contact-us/. 

 
To the Arctic is part of the Reel Justice Film Festival, a partnership 

of Development and Peace and the Bishop Farrell Library and 
Archives at the Diocese of Hamilton. Our organizations strive to 
support social change and provide education around issues of 

unfair social, political, and economic structures. To learn more or 
offer support towards actions for change, please 

visit Development & Peace or the Diocese of Hamilton online. 

https://reeljusticefilmfestival.wordpress.com/contact-us/
https://www.devp.org/en
https://hamiltondiocese.com/


https://saintfxstoneycreek.com/donate


 



 

Diocesan Announcements 
 

 

Mass of Chrism 

His Excellency, Bishop Crosby, will celebrate the 

Mass of Chrism on Monday, March 29th, 2021 in the 

Cathedral Basilica of Christ the King, Hamilton.  This 

year, due to COVID capacity limitations and social 

distancing requirements, attendance at the 

Chrism Mass will be limited to Priests only.  Each 

year at the Mass of Chrism, the Bishop blesses the 

Oil of the Sick, and the Oil of Catechumens, and 

consecrates Sacred Chrism.  The blessed and 

consecrated Oils are taken to the Parishes of the 

Diocese to be used in the celebration of the 

Sacraments for the coming year.  The Priests 

serving in the Diocese, together with the Bishop, 

renew the promises of their Ordination in which 

they committed themselves to serve this local 

Church in imitation of Christ the Priest, Prophet and 

Shepherd.  Let us pray for all who minister to God’s 

holy people in our Diocese – our Bishops, Priests, 

Deacons, lay leaders, and all God’s holy people. 

 

 

Pornography: The Threat, Impact and Catholic 

Remedy 

Pornography is one of the most important issues to 

understand in our world today. With the ease of its 

availability on the internet, it affects people of all 

ages and backgrounds, whether male or female. 

Pornography today is violent and degrading and 

often involves young people who have been sex-

trafficked. Join us on Zoom (by internet or phone) 

March 25th from 7-8:30pm and hear more about 

the threat and impact of pornography on children 

and adults, how we can educate ourselves and 

our children to counter its negative influence and 

how our Catholic faith provides hope to those 

impacted. Presented by Mrs. Teresa Hartnett and 

Deacon Joseph Di Loreto. Registration is required 

but the session is free of charge. Register at 

https://hamiltondiocese.com/offices/family-

ministry/pornography-help. 

 

Parenting Tip of the Month Tip 128 

The amount of time spent together as a family 

during COVID might be considered by some to be 

too much, but it may also be filling a real need. 

Past research has shown that children consistently 

identify a desire to spend more time with their 

parents and family. Time for them means direct, 

active engagement. The long-term benefits to 

family relationships are proven: children grow up 

healthier in mind, body and spirit. Enjoying quality 

time with their family’s means children are more 

likely to turn to their family for love and support, 

keeping them healthy. So play with your kids, 

watch a movie together and discuss its 

message(s), pray together, be active together, 

cook together and/or clean together; the 

possibilities are endless. So remember, time with 

family is powerful when it is interactive, shared by 

all and fun!  

 

Marriage Tip of the Month 108 

At the heart of every relationship there needs to be 

a foundation of love and respect. When couples 

respect each other, including their differences, 

they continually build each other up and enjoy 

time together. When we respect the other in 

relationship, we can accept their desire to 

influence us with their understanding of what is 

true, good and beautiful. When we are open to 

our spouse’s view of things, we not only grow, but 

we grow together. When we grow together, we 

cannot help but grow in love. 

 

Diving Deeper into Fratelli Tutti 

Fratelli Tutti is an Encyclical letter written by Pope 

Francis to "all people of good will.” Let’s dive a little 

deeper into its meaning and content over a five 

session series during Lent. Join us on Zoom for one 

or all of these 90-minute sessions: Mondays, March 

22 and 29 (afternoon session 1:30-3:00pm or 

evening session 7:00-8:30pm) Registration is 

required. No charge to participate. 

 

Anniversary Mass 2021 Registration 

The Anniversary Mass scheduled for June of 2021 

has been cancelled due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

We invite you to register your 25, 40, 50, 60 and 60 

plus years of marriage on the Diocesan website at 

www.hamiltondiocese.com, simply click on the 

Anniversary Mass icon on the home page. We will 

send you the certificate you would have received 

from Bishop Crosby at the Mass. If you have 

questions contact: 

familyminstry@hamitondiocese.com. 

https://hamiltondiocese.com/offices/family-ministry/pornography-help
https://hamiltondiocese.com/offices/family-ministry/pornography-help
http://www.hamiltondiocese.com/
mailto:familyminstry@hamitondiocese.com




 
 

This Lent, our Youth Ministry community will be hosting a weekly 
online retreat for students and families! 

 
Please see the poster above for all the details. 

 
Hoping you'll be able to join in on this journey of faith and fellowship 

through the beautiful season of Lent! 





Development & Peace 
Share Lent Campaign 2021 

 
This year’s campaign is highlighting the mission and values of Development 

and Peace and calls us to share love in this Lenten period. 
We are invited to engage in the campaign through the prayers, activities, and 

resources provided on the calendar on the following pages and to make a 
donation on Solidarity Sunday (March 21) to support the work that D&P is 

doing for our brothers and sisters in the Global South if we are able. 
 

To view the campaign video, please click on the picture below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xkyIFzbJibM&feature=emb_logo




  Please follow these steps to access FORMED  

  for the first time: 
  

  1. Visit FORMED.org 

  2. Click Sign Up 

  3. Select “Sign up as a parishioner” 

  4. Find our parish by name:  

   St. Francis Xavier Stoney Creek 

  5. Enter your email - and you are in! 

Already have a FORMED Account? 
 

1. Visit FORMED.org 

2. Click Sign In 

3. Enter your email 

4. Click the link in your email 

5. You’re in! No more passwords! 





 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR MARCH 22 TO MARCH 28, 2021 

DATE MASS INTENTION  REQUESTED BY 

Monday, March 22: 
Angelo Dal Bello 

Angela Citton 

Bertilla Perusin 

Louie & Miranda Beraldo 

Tuesday, March 23: 
Antonio & Alice Castellani 

Caterina Odorico 

Mario & Louise Castellani 

Ida Bedioui 

Wednesday, March 24: 

 

MULTI-INTENTIONAL 

 

Shirley Downey 

Patrick Mercuri 

Fred Mastroianni 

Special Intentions 

For the health and well being of 

Wojciech Grzech 

Special Intentions 

 

 

Sam & Agata Petrella 

Emidio & Irma Tirabassi & Family 

The Mastroianni Family  

Grazyna Chomicka 

Anonymous 

 

Halina Kwasniewska 

 Thursday, March 25: 

 

Amalia Aguilar 

Souls in Purgatory 

Reyna Bergstrom 

Stan & Ruth Szewc 

 

Friday, March 26: 

 

Deceased members of the Rodrigues & 

Grota Families 

Leonor Grota 

Saturday, March 27: 

8:30 am 

Baldassare Lupo 

Santarelli Family 

Carol & Ugo Pin 

Angela Santarelli 

 

 

Saturday, March 27: 

 

5:30 p.m. 

 

 

MULTI-INTENTIONAL 

 

Rachele Battista 

Vaclav & Marie Peterka 

Zbigniev Borzecki 

Stefan Kacperski 

Pia DiGiacinto 

Antonio & Giovanna LoPresti 

Patrick Mercuri 

Ricky Resijan 

Anna DeSimone 

Kelly Mancini 

Graziella & Donato D’Alimonte 

Raffaele DelMonaco 

Isolina DiCenzo 

Francesco Basolini 

 

Michael Petis 

Fred Mastroianni 

Special Intentions 

 

 

Josie Spadafora 

Mary Joun 

Marek Kulak 

Anna Szymkiewicz 

Giannina Damiani & Family 

J. & C. Ingraudo & Family 

Carmine & Assunta DiBartolomeo 

Toffolon Family 

St. Francis Xavier School Staff 

Esther & Albert Mancini 

Rosalia DiNunzio 

Ascenza DelMonaco 

Ascenza DelMonaco 

Anthony, Massima & Martino 

Salciccioli 

Dr. Emil Zamora 

The Mastroianni Family 

Grazyna Chomicka 

Sunday, March 28: 

8:00 am Mass 

 

10:00 am Mass 

 

12:00 pm Mass 

 

 

4:00 pm Mass 

 

Sergio Piccolo 

 

Joun & Peterka Families 

 

For the People of the Parish 

(Missa Pro Populo) 

 

Special Intentions for Ana & Urosh Aleksic 

 

 

Maria Piccolo & Family 

 

Mary Joun 

 

 

 

 

Louise Kunkel 
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