Dear Friends,
With the celebration
of Palm Sunday this
weekend we enter
into Holy Week, the
most sacred time in
the Church’s year as
we prepare for the
celebration
of
Easter. This Sunday
we read the Passion
narrative according
to St. Mark, and I
invite you to enter into this reflection:
“If the gospel accounts stopped just after Jesus’s
entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, how would
you imagine the next few days playing out? The
scene could easily be imagined as a hero’s entry in
advance of his great triumph soon to follow.
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, his disciples must
have felt the same weight of expectations, the
portent of what Jesus’s entry meant, not just for
themselves, but for everyone. If Jesus was the
promised Messiah, the events to come were not just
concerned with the realities of one Passover in Jerusalem or the fate of the people of Judah but with the
world and, yes, the world to come. What could one
do but wait with sharp expectancy for events to
unfold?
And yet one unnamed woman does more than wait.
Her actions interpret not only Jesus’s entry as the
expected king, but the sort of king Jesus must be.
After his entrance into Jerusalem, Jesus went to
Bethany. In Bethany, “a woman came with an
alabaster jar of perfumed oil, costly genuine
spikenard. She broke the alabaster jar and poured it
on his head.” In this action, she simply supports the
reception accorded Jesus as he entered Jerusalem
as the king. The mashiach (Greek, christos) is the
“anointed one,” and her actions tell us that she not
only understands that Jesus is the anointed one but
that she has a need or responsibility to anoint him.
But who is she to anoint a king?
The people gathered around Jesus, however, ask a
different question: “Why has there been this waste

of perfumed oil? It
could have been sold
for more than three
hundred days’ wages
and the money given
to the poor.’ They
were infuriated with
her.” Their question is
not without merit, for
in scolding her they
probably
were
attempting to voice
Jesus’s concern for
the poor seen throughout his ministry. Jesus asks
another question, “Let her alone. Why do you make
trouble for her?”
Somehow the concerned disciples have missed
something. “She has done a good thing for me. The
poor you will always have with you, and whenever
you wish you can do good to them, but you will not
always have me.” Jesus’s response is not an attempt
to mark out the permanence of poverty as a social
problem but to note that her “good thing for me”
has focused proper attention on him. Whether or not
she knows the full implications of what she has
done, she has directed those present to see Jesus
as the Messiah, to grasp his christological identity.
Her identification of Jesus as the Christ by anointing
went deeper, however, than even she knew, for she
could not have known that she had “anticipated
anointing [Jesus’s] body for burial.” Faithful women
will later seek to care for Jesus’s broken body after
his death in order to anoint it with burial spices, but
they would not find a body. The unnamed woman,
though, already had anointed Jesus not only as a
king but as the humble King who emptied himself
out in death.
The humility of Jesus is reflected by the generosity
of this woman, who pours out all that she has as a
witness for him. Who is she to anoint a king? Given
the universal significance of Jesus’s passion week,
her anointing might seem a little thing, but it is the
most any of us can do: she recognizes Jesus, and
gives all she has for him, not understanding
completely that her actions helped to prepare the

King, first for his death and then for his triumph, but
knowing somehow he is the Messiah.
The significance of her actions is felt when Jesus
says, “Amen, I say to you, wherever the gospel is
proclaimed to the whole world, what she has done
will be told in memory of her.” We, too, are called to
recognize Jesus the Messiah in faith, not simply as a
conquering hero but as a servant willing to give
himself up to death for us.” (Living Liturgy 2021)
I think that by now many of you will have heard that
the provincial government has announced that, due
to the increasing number of Covid-19 cases in our
city, as of Monday we will enter into the “grey zone”
with more restrictions in place to limit the spread of
the virus. Please note that starting Monday we will
ONLY be allowed to accommodate 15% of our
church's seating capacity. Some parishioners who
have registered for a Mass on Easter Sunday and/or
a Liturgy on Good Friday will be contacted by our
parish office on Monday offering you a place at a
different Mass or Liturgy that has a smaller number
of bookings. This Sunday the celebration of Masses
will remain at the 30% seating capacity.
Just to remind everyone that the blessing of Palms
will be omitted from the celebration of Mass this
Sunday, as was mentioned before in my
communication 2 weeks ago, and all Masses this
Sunday will begin in the usual way. Also I forgot to
add before that the washing of feet at the Mass of
the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday will be omitted
as well this year as per Diocesan guidelines during
the time of pandemic.
Finally, I want to stress once again that in regard to
the bookings for Palm Sunday, Good Friday and
Easter, your booking does not reserve you a
particular seat in the church. Seating will be on a
first come, first serve basis and therefore please be
aware with the reduced seating capacity in the
church you will likely be seated in the Chapel Hall or
the Great Hall.
Congratulations to the students from our 2
elementary Schools, St. Agnes and St. Francis
Xavier, who received the Sacrament of Confirmation
this week through the hands of Fr. Claude and
myself. We invite our parishioners to remember

them in your prayers, that they may be courageous
witnesses for Christ. The candidates for
Confirmation from St. Clare of Assisi School will be
confirmed towards the end of April due to
unforeseen circumstances.
Our Lenten Retreat for Youth and Families concludes
this Sunday evening from 7-8pm on Zoom, and all
are welcome to attend! This week's theme is Holy
Week. If you would like to participate and are not on
the
contact
list,
please
email
Wes
at wmoga@hamiltondiocese.com to receive the
Zoom invite. Thank-you so much to those who have
facilitated and participated in our retreat!
Once a month our youth ministry community is
coming together on Zoom to pray the Rosary. All are
welcome to take part! Grab your Rosary and join in
this Tuesday evening, March 30, at 7:00pm as we
pray and reflect on the Sorrowful Mysteries. If you
are not currently on the contact list for Zoom invites
from Wes, please feel free to contact her for this
information at wmoga@hamiltondiocese.com. Hope
to see you Tuesday!
The Stations of the Cross on Good Friday will be led
by the youth of our parish in the form of a tableau
with music and reflections. The Stations will begin at
7:00pm, and will also be live-streamed for those
who would prefer to take part from home.
You're invited to join us for Palm Sunday Mass in
person as we gather as a believing community. For
parishioners who are prevented from attending at
this time we provide the live-streamed 10:00am
Sunday Mass this weekend on our YouTube channel.
God bless.
Fr. Mariusz

Weekly Schedule
Date

Celebration - Time

Monday,
March 29:

Rosary – 7:30 AM

1st Reading: Isaiah 42.1-7
Gospel: John 12.1-11

Tuesday,
March 30:

Mass – 8:00 AM
Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)
Rosary – 7:30 AM
Mass – 8:00 AM

1st Reading: Isaiah 49.1-6
Gospel: John 13.21-33, 36-38

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)

Wednesday,
March 31:

Rosary – 7:30 AM

1st Reading: Isaiah 50.4-9a
Gospel: Matthew 26.14-26

Thursday,
April 1:
1st Reading: Exodus 12.1-8, 11-14
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 11.23-26
Gospel: John 13.1-15

Friday,
April 2:
1st Reading: Isaiah 52.13 – 53.12
2nd Reading: Hebrews 4.14-16; 5.7-9
Gospel: John 18.1 – 19.42
~ Collection: Needs of the Church
in the Holy Land ~

Saturday,
April 3:
1st Reading: Genesis 1:1-2:2
2nd Reading: Genesis 22:1-18
3rd Reading: Exodus 14:15-15:1
4th Reading: Isaiah 54:5-14
5th Reading: Isaiah 55:1-11
6th Reading: Baruch 3:9-15,
7th Reading: Ezekiel 36:16-17A,
18-28
Epistle: Romans 6:3-11
Gospel: Mark 16:1-7
Sunday,
April 4:

Mass – 8:00 AM
Class Mass with SFX School – 11:00 AM

Rev. Ranjan D’Sa,
O.C.D.

Rev. Maria Joseph
Ahilan Alphonse,
C.R.S.P.

Sisters of St. Joseph of
Canada
(C.S.J.)

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)
The Mass of the Lord’s Supper – 7:00 PM

THURSDAY
OF HOLY WEEK

Good Friday Liturgy – 11:00 AM
Good Friday Liturgy – 1:00 PM
Good Friday Liturgy – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)

FRIDAY OF THE
PASSION OF THE LORD

Stations of the Cross – 7:00 PM (livestreamed)

Blessing of Easter Foods – 12:00 PM
Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed)

HOLY SATURDAY

Easter Vigil Mass – 8:00 PM

Mass – 7:00 AM
Mass – 9:00 AM (livestreamed)

1st Reading: Acts 10.34a, 37-43
2nd Reading: Colossians 3.1-4
or 1 Corinthians 5.6b-8
Gospel: John 20.1-18++
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Mass – 11:00 AM
Mass – 1:00 PM

RESURRECTION
OF THE LORD

Sacrament of Reconciliation during the Season of Lent
at St. Francis Xavier Parish

Before every daily Mass

from 7:40 am until about 8:00 am

Monday, March 29

from 6:30 pm until 8:00 pm

Tuesday, March 30

from 6:30 pm until 8:00 pm

Wednesday, March 31

from 6:30 pm until 8:00 pm

By appointment

Please call the Parish Office

Once a month on Zoom, our youth ministry
community is meeting to pray the Rosary!
All are welcome to participate.
Grab your Rosary and join in on
Tuesday, March 30 at 7:00pm as we pray and reflect
on the Sorrowful Mysteries.
Please email Wes at wmoga@hamiltondiocese.com
for the Zoom invite if you are not already on the
contact list. Also, if you are interested in helping to
lead the prayers and reflections, please let her know.
Hope to see you on March 30!

This Lent, our Youth Ministry community will be hosting a weekly
online retreat for students and families!
Please see the poster above for all the details.
Hoping you'll be able to join in on this journey of faith and fellowship
through the beautiful season of Lent!

Easter 2021
My dear friends,
"He is not here; He has been raised!"
What a breathtaking message the young man dressed in a white robe imparted to the women who
had come to the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus! At that moment everything changed - for them for us! At that moment Jesus' teaching took on a new authority, a new power. Because of this event the
followers of Jesus, at that time and throughout the past 2000+ years, have witnessed reassuring miracle
upon miracle proving that He lives - and truly helps us to "live fully"!
Mary Magdalene - the Apostle of the Apostles - was the first to announce the Good News to his followers.
Certainly, the lives of Peter and the closest disciples of Jesus were changed immediately. And when
filled with the power of the Holy Spirit, they set out to proclaim that Good News "to the ends of the earth"!
Because "He has been raised", He is still doing awesome healing works, lifting us up, freeing us, saving
us! The miracle of new life is always a blessing - the promise of a future filled with hope. The dedication
and commitment of healthcare workers during these pandemic days, even in the midst of suffering and
death, has been inspirational - and life-giving! My brother tells me that my niece is planning to study
epidemiology! I hope she does - I hope other young people are so inspired!
I am always astounded by the outreach of so many to assure the well-being of people who are
challenged in many ways. The Good Shepherd Ministries, the DeMazenod Door, Wayside House, the
Catholic Children's Aid Society of Hamilton, Catholic Family Services, the St. Vincent de Paul Society,
The Bridge, Rygiel Supports, the Catholic Youth Organization - and there are so many other good works
- all providing supports for people who reach out for a helping hand. Filled with the Spirit of Jesus, they
go about "lifting up", providing opportunities for a fresh start.
The pandemic has shone the spotlight on the importance of care for our senior sisters and brothers those who have provided us with the blessings we experience in our lives. We understand that we have
a responsibility to assure their well-being no matter their age. Migrant farm workers leave their homes
and families to work on farms in our communities to assure that the "food chain" is safe so we can enjoy
nourishing meals. They, too, must be supported by our caring outreach. His rising from the dead provides
us the grace and courage to do so joyfully!
My dear friends, we are only too aware of the misery and suffering of our world - of our lives. The message
of the young man at Easter assures us that "there is something happening here" which makes life worth
living. That, precisely, is our HOPE - life does not end - rather it goes on; because we are His sisters and
brothers, we are His heirs! Alleluia!
Sincerely in the Risen Christ and Mary Immaculate,
(Most Rev.) Douglas Crosby, OMI
Bishop of Hamilton

MASS INTENTIONS FOR MARCH 29 TO APRIL 4, 2021
DATE

Monday, March 29:

Tuesday, March 30:

MASS INTENTION

REQUESTED BY

Giannina Gosgnach
Angelo & Mary Evangelisto

Tony Gosgnach
Anonymous

Ron & Mary Smithson
Maria Mantione

Anonymous
Rosa Tondo

MULTI-INTENTIONAL

Wednesday, March 31:

Thursday, April 1:

Mario Angelini
Iolanda Bosica
Giovanna LoPresti
Mary Danchuk
Fred Mastroianni
Charleine Chassie
Special Intentions
Special Intentions

HOLY THURSDAY
For all deacons, priests and bishops of our
Diocese
FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF OUR LORD

Friday, April 2:

There are no Mass intentions on Good
Friday because the Church does not
celebrate Mass on this day.

HOLY SATURDAY

Saturday, April 3:

During the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday
Masses we remember and pray for the
intentions of those whose names will be
published in our Easter bulletin under
“Easter Flower Donations”.

EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF
THE LORD
Sunday, April 4:

During the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday
Masses we remember and pray for the
intentions of those whose names will be
published in our Easter bulletin under
“Easter Flower Donations”.

Giovanna Angelini
Antonietta Placidi
J. & C. Ingraudo & Family
Bernice Lezon
The Mastroianni Family
Anonymous
Grazyna Chomicka
Halina Kwasniewska

Already have a FORMED Account?

Please follow these steps to access FORMED
for the first time:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Visit FORMED.org
Click Sign In
Enter your email
Click the link in your email
You’re in! No more passwords!

5.

Visit FORMED.org
Click Sign Up
Select “Sign up as a parishioner”
Find our parish by name:
St. Francis Xavier Stoney Creek
Enter your email - and you are in!

