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Dear Friends, 

Still being in the lockdown due to the pandemic 

that has changed our lives so much, we are 

continuing to celebrate the season of Easter as we 

gather virtually this weekend to reflect on the 

passage taken from St. John’s Gospel, in which 

Christ says: I am the vine, you are the branches.  

“Today and next Sunday the gospel readings are 

from the Last Supper discourse of John. 

Chronologically, the Last Supper took place before 

Jesus’s death and resurrection, yet we hear them 

after Easter. This is a reminder that we are not 

remembering and celebrating events in their strict 

historical sequence, but that we are immersed in 

a liturgical mix of time and timelessness; we are 

celebrating the mystery that is always and 

everywhere the reality of the resurrection of 

Jesus. As we listen to the Johannine account of 

the last meal of Jesus with his disciples, we are, 

here and now, at the table with Jesus and the 

community of disciples, tangling our lives with 

him, the true vine, and with the branches of all 

the baptized.  

We hear much shouting of would-be people of 

power: fanatical tyrants, political agitators, self-

righteous politicians. We may even add to this 

chorus our own small voices on matters personal, 

ecclesial, or social. But what Jesus speaks about 

at table is the power of love and of gentle growth. 

He gives us another image of the great intimacy 

and interdependence that exists between himself, 

his Father, and his disciples: “I am the true vine, 

and my Father is the vine grower” - and we are 

the branches. The vine and vineyard were familiar 

images to the people of God in the Old Testament. 

Israel was the vine brought out of Egypt and 

planted by God the vine grower in its own soil (Ps 

80:8-13). So significant was the image of the vine 

that on one facade of the Jerusalem temple 

sanctuary was carved an ornamental vine with 

golden clusters of grapes as big as a human hand. 

And the early Christian community painted the 

vine on the walls of the catacombs in memory of 

Christ, the true vine.  

The image of the vine is a radically nonhierarchical 

image of the people of God, for all the branches 

are so intertwined that when looking at a vine it 

is almost impossible to tell where one branch 

begins and another ends. All tangle together as 

they grow from the central stock, undifferentiated 

by anything but their fruitfulness…. 

To remain healthy and productive the vine must 

be pruned by our vine grower God. Those in 

whom the baptismal sap rises have already been 

pruned by the words Jesus speaks, but we must 

continue to accept not only the short, sharp pain 

of God’s snipping from our lives the small and 

withering infidelities, but also be willing to endure 

the longer agony of more drastic pruning that is 

sometimes necessary. This is not to make of the 

Vine Grower a ruthless tyrant, because what is 

done is done out of love for the vine. In his 

passion and death, the Christ who knew no sin 

was made sin for us (cf. 2 Cor 5:21), and suffered 

in faithful hope that most drastic pruning of his 

passion and death so that the branches of the 

vine, his community, might thrive through his 

resurrected life. 

Sometimes what needs to be pruned in our lives 

is the parasite runner of individualism that wants 

to go its own way, or the sucker that feeds on 

self-interest; both draw life away from the vine. 

At other times, our vine-dressing God recognizes 

our potential for greater fruit-bearing, and with 

this the need for heavy pruning. After such 

pruning, a vine may bear no fruit for several 

years, but it remains rooted and waiting, 

confident in the tending of the Vine Grower, until 

both are rewarded with a tremendous, bursting 



yield. When we yield such a harvest of good 

works, says Jesus, we give glory to the Father and 

are confirmed in our discipleship.” (Living Liturgy 

2021) 

Thank you to a number of our parishioners who 

participated in the little survey that was sent out 

last Saturday. Its responses show that there is a 

need for us to connect in this challenging time to 

help maintain our  sense of community, by 

providing such things as time to pray together and 

an opportunity for the study of the Bible, which 

we had been doing here before the pandemic 

every Tuesday. 

This week we have published the financial 

statement for the past three years on our website, 

to communicate to you the financial situation of 

our parish. The financial committee has provided 

important feedback about our situation which is 

attached to the report. Please visit our website for 

the report and go to the “Donate” to see it. If you 

have any questions please call the parish office 

and speak with our bookkeeper Jean Goobie or 

email the members of our financial committee, 

whose names are listed on the statement. I wish 

to thank all our parishioners for your financial 

contributions in the past years to help maintain 

this church that has been entrusted to us, and 

especially now as we are not able to be together 

in person - many parishioners so generously drop 

off their Sunday donations at the parish door or 

use the online giving option. Please know that our 

parish offers a pre-authorized giving option that 

can so easily replace the need to use your 

envelopes and yet provides the parish with 

consistent donations. Please call or email our 

bookkeeper if you would like to switch to pre-

authorized giving. I hope that one day we here at 

SFX can become more "green" by completely 

eliminating the use of Sunday envelopes, since 

they create a lot of paper waste and each year 

some boxes end up not being claimed.   

Next week is Catholic Education Week, when we 

acknowledge the importance of the separate 

education system and those who are involved in 

the education efforts that are centred on the 

Gospel of Christ and Christian values. Our Diocese 

provided materials for the celebration of CEW that 

can be accessed through our online parish bulletin 

or by visiting our Facebook account. One of those 

materials is the celebration of the Liturgy of the 

Word by Bishop Crosby in the newly built St. 

Benedict Church in Milton.  

This year, our parish will join Catholic 

communities around the world in celebrating 

Laudato Si’ Week. Almost 6 years ago, in May of 

2015, Pope Francis published his encyclical 

entitled “Laudato Si: On Care for Our Common 

Home”. It is a letter that he addressed to “every 

person living on this planet”, and in it he talks 

about how we are shaping the future of the Earth. 

He calls the Church and the world to acknowledge 

the urgency of our environmental challenges and 

to join him in embarking on a new path. Last year, 

our parish established a Laudato Si Circle, a group 

that meets regularly with the focus of praying with 

and for creation, striving to become stronger 

stewards of creation, and taking action for 

change. During Laudato Si Week, we will be 

hosting three events that we hope that individuals 

and families from our parish will join in with. For 

more details about these events, you’re invited to 

visit the online bulletin or the Circle’s brand new 

Facebook page, which is called “Laudato Si Circle 

– St. Francis Xavier Parish, Stoney Creek”. 

Please join us virtually for the celebration of the 

Sunday Mass that will be livestreamed at 10am 

this Sunday with the Rosary prayed at 9:30am. 

God bless. 

Fr. Mariusz 

 





 

Daily Schedule 

Date Celebration - Time 
Diocese of Hamilton 

Prayer Calendar 

Monday,  

May 3: 

 

1st Reading: 1 Corinthians 15.1-8 

Gospel: John 14.6-14 

ST. PHILIP and ST. JAMES (F) 

Rosary – 8:30 AM (livestreamed) 

Mass – 9:00 AM (livestreamed) 

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed) 

Rev. David Reilander 

Tuesday,  

 May 4: 

 

1st Reading: Acts 14.19-28 

Gospel: John 14.27-31a 

OM: Bl. Marie-Léonie Paradis 

Rosary – 8:30 AM (livestreamed) 

Mass – 9:00 AM (livestreamed) 

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed) 

Rev. David  Weise 

Wednesday,  

May 5: 

 

1st Reading: Acts 15.1-6 

Gospel: John 15.1-8 

Rosary – 8:30 AM (livestreamed) 

Mass – 9:00 AM (livestreamed) 

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed) 

Sisters Servants of Mary 

Immaculate  

(S.S.M.I.) 

 Thursday,  

May 6: 

 

1st Reading: 722(12): 2 Timothy 4.1-5 

Gospel: 724(10): John 10.11-16 

ST. FRANÇOIS DE LAVAL (M) 

Rosary – 8:30 AM (livestreamed) 

Mass – 9:00 AM (livestreamed) 

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed) 

Rev. Tom Moisan 

Friday,  

May 7: 

 

1st Reading: Acts 15.22-31 

Gospel: John 15.12-17 

Rosary – 8:30 AM (livestreamed) 

Mass – 9:00 AM (livestreamed) 

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed) 

Rev. Leszek Szczygiel 

Saturday,  

May 8: 

 

1st Reading: Acts 16.1-10 

Gospel: John 15.18-21 

OM: Bl. Catherine of St. Augustine 

Rosary – 8:30 AM (livestreamed) 

Mass – 9:00 AM (livestreamed) 

Chaplet – 3:00 PM (livestreamed) 

Rev. Pablito Labado 

Sunday,  

May 9: 

 

1st Reading: Acts 

10.25-26, 34-35, 44-48 

2nd Reading: 1 John 4.7-10 

Gospel: John 15.9-17 

 

~ Mother’s Day ~ 

Rosary – 9:30 AM (livestreamed) 

Mass – 10:00 AM (livestreamed) 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF 

EASTER 
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Laudato Si Week is coming up soon! 
 

It marks the anniversary of the publication of Laudato Si (Pope 
Francis' encyclical on the environment), in 2015. Each year at this 
time we are invited to renew our commitment to being the best 

stewards of creation that we can be. 
You can check out videos and information provided below to learn 
more about Laudato Si Week and the events that our parish's new 
Laudato Si Circle group has planned for it! We hope that you will 

be able join in! 

EVENTS: 
  

May 16-24: Recycling Challenge 
As an individual or a family, will you accept the challenge  

to reduce the amount of garbage you throw away? 
Contest rules coming soon! 

Prizes to the most successful households! 
  

May 17: Kick-off Liturgy on the theme of Creation 
7:00pm on the parish’s YouTube channel 

  
May 24: Wrap-up Zoom session 

7:00-8:30pm 
Topic: Harmfulness of plastics/Importance of Recycling 

Includes: Video, discussion, prayer 
All ages welcome! 

Email: wmoga@hamiltondiocese.com for the Zoom info. 
  

“for we know that things can change” (Laudato Si, 13) 

VIDEOS: 

Pope Francis invites you to celebrate Laudato Si Week 2021 

Laudato Si Week 2021 (from our parish group) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOUxcNHxCWw
https://youtu.be/oY4MJ6iWcD4


https://saintfxstoneycreek.com/donate


  Please follow these steps to access FORMED  

  for the first time: 
  

  1. Visit FORMED.org 

  2. Click Sign Up 

  3. Select “Sign up as a parishioner” 

  4. Find our parish by name:  

   St. Francis Xavier Stoney Creek 

  5. Enter your email - and you are in! 

Already have a FORMED Account? 
 

1. Visit FORMED.org 

2. Click Sign In 

3. Enter your email 

4. Click the link in your email 

5. You’re in! No more passwords! 



“Have you strayed from the 
path leading to heaven? Then 

call on Mary, for her name 
means "Star of the Sea, the 

North Star which guides the 
ships of our souls during the 

voyage of this life," and she will 
guide you to the harbor of 

eternal salvation.” 
― St Louis De Monfort  



Catholic Education Week 2021 begins on 
Sunday, May 2, 2021. The Catholic schools in 
our parish will engage in a series of events to 
celebrate the ongoing gift of publicly-
funded Catholic education. You are invited 
to learn about the various celebrations that 
are happening in your children’s school, and 
are welcome to attend, if possible. Publicly 
funded Catholic education has existed in 
Ontario since 1841 and its graduates have 
served Ontario and Canada very well. The 
current generation of students in our 
publicly funded Catholic schools will serve 
with the same spirit and generosity as their 
previous generations. 
 
This year’s Catholic Education Week theme 
is, “Nurturing Hope.” 
 
The theme for Catholic Education Week 
2021 was inspired by the following 
considerations: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recognition of the special Year of Laudato 
Si’ which will run through May 24, 2021, 
announced by Pope Francis on May 24, 
2020, the fifth anniversary of his papal 
encyclical, “On Caring for Our Common 
Home.” 
In the face of the ongoing reality of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, a strong desire by the 
planning committee, along with those 
consulted, and supported by feedback from 
the survey, for continuity with the theme for 
Catholic Education Week 2020, Igniting 
Hope, which has served so well during the 
spring recess from in-school instruction. 
The challenges to personal and spiritual well
-being posed by the uncertainty and 
physical isolation of the current global crisis 
makes the timing and the concerns of 
Mental Health Week, which takes place 
during the same week as Catholic 
Education Week, all the more relevant. 
Ongoing recognition of the Truth & 
Reconciliation Commission and the 
relevance of Indigenous culture and 
spirituality to the spirit of Laudato Si. 
 
The CEW biblical quote is, “Those who hope 
in the LORD will renew their 
strength.” (Isaiah 40:31) 

Catholic Education Week 2021  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yOp1_29axXY&t=35s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDYdvaR15Vg




BISHOP OF HAMILTON 

MESSAGE FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 

 

The theme of this year's Catholic Education Week is "Nurturing Hope". We hear 
from the prophet Isaiah that "those who hope in the Lord will renew their 
strength, they will run and not grow weary." (Isaiah 40:31) As Christian people, 
we are called to embody and share the virtue of hope. 

Hope has been essential as we continue to grapple with the effects of 
pandemic life. It can be difficult to express hopefulness in the face of continued 
restrictions and isolation from all that we know as normal. Our world is making 
history each day as we learn new ways of being and doing that protect one 
another and encourage solidarity even while apart. We have sacrificed so 
much in the past year, and yet, we still choose to give more to one another and 
to God in joyful praise, looking towards a hopeful tomorrow. 

In the Catholic Education community in the Diocese of Hamilton, hope is 
nurtured and grown. From kindergarten to university, our Catholic Schools not 
only prioritize the academic vitality of students, but they also foster real and 
transformative relationships with Christ who is the source of our hope. 

Students have been emboldened by hope and have offered strength and 
consolation to others in these dark days. Educators have gone above and 
beyond cultivating vibrant learning environments in times where we often felt 
limited. Students have encountered God in outdoor classrooms, and felt 
accompanied in both virtual and in-person classroom settings. Our schools 
have nurtured families and the domestic Church, finding new and creative 
ways to foster encounters with the living Lord. In spite of the limits, we have 
soared above despair, giving thanks in all things, celebrating our triumphs and 
outreach. 

Throughout the pandemic, the Catholic Schools gave back to the community 
by producing and donating thousands of 3D printed face shields to front line 
workers. They raised funds for understocked social service agencies, and made 
countless sacrifices out of love for the vulnerable, even without knowing their 
names or faces. 

Students in our Catholic Schools have discovered ways to dialogue about what 
it means to bring hope to other people and to pursue hope for our 



environment. Through our Catholic Social Teaching, young people 
acknowledge the priority of sustainable living, and care for the Earth. Our 
schools are environments where young people can learn, understand and 
examine the impact they and their communities have on our common home. 

Our schools have prioritized the compassionate care for one another during 
challenging times by offering mental health supports and resources for 
students and staff. They have advocated for the importance of mental health 
and reminded us that no one is alone no matter how much they may be 
struggling.  

The Catholic Education Community has sustained the weary, comforted the 
fearful and shared with our world the bounty of God's love. 

These moments have been transformative. The challenges we have faced this 
past year have afforded us the opportunity to learn how to creatively "lean in" 
and live the Gospel of hope. I am grateful to the priests of the diocese, pastoral 
workers, chaplaincy leaders, trustees, administrators, teachers, parents and all 
involved in the work of Catholic Education and for their leadership in our 
common mission. 

Our hope gives us the strength we need to rise to the occasion, to shine the 
heart of Christ upon the world and to bring about a brighter tomorrow. Our 
efforts commit us to live for one another and now, more than ever, to put the 
needs of our brothers and sisters before our own. May we never return to the 
old "normal", but rather, rewrite the ways and means that we embody hope in 
our Catholic Learning Communities, and may this commitment strengthen 
our play, our learning and our prayer. 

God bless you all! 

(Most Rev.) Douglas Crosby, O.M.I. 

Bishop of Hamilton 

May 2, 2021 





DIOCESAN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

May 2021 
 

 

Join the Reel Justice Film Festival, 

May 27th, 2021, 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM for the 

screening of The End of Immigration. This 

powerful documentary examines the realities 

of temporary foreign workers in Canada and 

reveals an inequity that is having a profound 

impact on the society in which we live. 

Following the film, Sarah Guinta, Coordinator 

for the Office of Justice and Peace, and Rev. 

Peter Ciallella, Pastor of Blessed Sacrament 

Parish, Burford, will offer a conversation 

regarding ministry to temporary foreign 

workers in the Diocese of Hamilton.  

RSVP online: 

https://reeljusticefilmfestival.wordpress.com/

contact-us/ 

or by email: 

library@hamiltondiocese.com. 

Join the discussion! The Reel Justice Film 

Festival is a partnership between the Bishop 

Farrell Library & Archives and Development 

and Peace.  

 

PARENTING TIP OF THE MONTH  

COVID-19 continues to dominate and control 

much of our lives. All of this affects children, 

but since they take their cues from adults in 

their lives, we can help them to feel resilient. 

Remind them of how happy you are, despite 

all that is happening that you are together as 

a family. Remind them of the beauty of 

nature that is all around for them to see and 

enjoy, that technology lets them connect 

with other family and friends and that through 

all of this we can continue to pray and ask for 

God’s blessings. When they hear anger and 

frustration, they feel worry and concern; 

when they hear optimism and calm, they too 

feel those emotions as well. Let us remind our 

children how much we love them; help keep 

them strong during the pandemic. From: 

Family Ministry Office. 

 

MARRIAGE TIP OF THE MONTH  

Listening may be the most important aspect 

of any relationship, but it is also the hardest 

part for us to get right! Listening requires our 

full attention, not just to the words spoken, but 

also to the emotions attached. Doing so 

allows us to understand how our spouse is 

feeling and, if we listen attentively, to repeat 

back what we are hearing. When we do this 

without first making a defensive reply, issues 

get resolved and our spouse feels supported. 

Then we can reverse roles, expressing our 

thoughts and feelings on the issue, as our 

spouse becomes the listener. Happy couples 

work on these skills until they become second 

nature, thus keeping their relationship bond 

strong. From: Family Ministry Office. 

 

Anniversary Mass 2021 Registration 

The Anniversary Mass scheduled for June of 

2021 has been cancelled due to restrictions 

and concerns around COVID-19. We invite 

you to register your 25, 40, 50, 60 and 60 + 

years of marriage on the Diocesan website at 

hamiltondiocese.com. The Anniversary Mass 

is listed on the home page - click on the icon 

and you can register your anniversary. We will 

send you the certificate you would have 

received from Bishop Crosby at the Mass. If 

you have questions please contact 

familyministry@hamiltondiocese.com. 

 

Struggling After an Abortion? 

Either your own, or someone else’s? Do you 

feel alone, emotional, or angry? Project 

Rachel is available to help. This confidential 

service allows people to work through their 

feelings on an individual basis, with a trained 

counsellor, to find hope and healing. Please 

contact us at 905-526-1999 or toll free at 1-

888-385-3850. 

https://reeljusticefilmfestival.wordpress.com/contact-us/
https://reeljusticefilmfestival.wordpress.com/contact-us/
mailto:library@hamiltondiocese.com
mailto:familyministry@hamiltondiocese.com




 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR MAY 3 TO MAY 9, 2021 

DATE MASS INTENTION  REQUESTED BY 

Monday, May 3: 

 

Giuseppe Masotti 

Intentions of the St. Francis Xavier Prayer Network 

 

 

Fred Masotti 

Tuesday, May 4: 

 

For the Special Intentions of Ewa 

Bettina Cipriani 

 

Ewa Nimcz 

Nick & Lia Gregorios 

Wednesday, May 5: 

 

MULTI-INTENTIONAL 
 

Adam Wyzkiewicz 

Manuel Carlos Pavao 

Clara Barone 

Guido Gioberti 

Fred Mastroianni 

Marta Osiecka 

Special Intentions 

Special Intentions 

Special Intentions 

Intentions of Wieslawa and Adam Cybulscy 

Intentions of Dorota Kulik 

 

 

 

 

Lidia Wyzkiewicz 

Leonor Grota 

O. Andrego 

O. Andrego 

The Mastroianni Family 

Maria Kapron 

Grazyna Chomicka 

Halina Kwasniewska 

Maria Kapron 

Adam Cybulski 

Grazyna 

 Thursday, May 6: 

 

In Thanksgiving to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and 

the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

In Thanksgiving to St. Joseph 

 

 

Ewa Nimcz 

 

Leonor Grota 

Friday, May 7: 

 

For the Souls of the Carmel Family in Purgatory 

Special Intention for Brenda Kunkel 

 

 

Marc Carmel 

Louise Kunkel 

Saturday, May 8: 

 

Luigi Gabriele 

All Souls in Purgatory 

 

 

Joe & Clida DiGiovanni 

Leonor Grota 

             Sunday, May 9 

 

 

 

 

 

MULTI-INTENTIONAL 
 

Edmund Kulak 

Francesca Bucalo 

Costantina Giammarco 

Clemente & Redenta Massignani 

Michael Litniansky 

Rose, Giacomo & Irma Paradisi 

Fred Mastroianni 

 

Special Intention for Sandra & Emilio Antonello 

Gregory & Laura DiPietro 

Anton Letnik 

Joseph & Ana Culig 

Bettina Cipriani 

Achille Luison 

The D’Intino Family 

Stanislaw and Barbara Krzywdzinski 

 

For the People of the Parish - Missa Pro Populo 

 

 
 

Marek Kulak 

Sylvia Giammarco 

Sylvia Giammarco 

Annamaria Reginato 

Jeanette Litniansky 

Luigia Paradisi 

Staff of St. John the Baptist 

School 

Louie & Miranda Beraldo 

Julie Letnik 

Julie Letnik 

Olga Culig 

Lina Zeni 

Angela Luison 

Nunziata Ventura 

Janina Pasadyn 
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